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The lectures comprising this volume, with the 
exception of the last two, were prepared, and deliv- 
ered before the First Univarsalist Society of this 
City, in the winter of 1836; and they are now giv- 
en to the public, through the press, at the request of 
those who heard them. 

They were hastily written, in the midst of weekly 
parochial engagements, and preparations for the 
Sabbath. And they are published as they were orig- 
inally delivered, with the exception of the correc- 
tion of a few errors. — As to the style, the only 
thing attempted, was, to make it as familiar, plain, 
and conversational as possible. It was not my in- 
tention to please critics -— but to make the meaning 
obvious to common readers, for whom the book is 
intended. Therefore, those who criticise, will fight 
a ' man of straio,* because nothing like elegance of 
style has been studied. 

The subjects of the first two lectures, were sug- 
gested, by a question which was discussed in the 
Universalist Institute of this City, involving the 
utility of mai^riage, and the expedienency of early 
marriages. The discussion of this question attrac- 
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ted the attention of the youngof both sexes; and 
this consideration induced me to prepare the first 
two lectures. This I did, in the belief, that it is 
of the first importance, that young and old, should 
possess correct views respecting the ordinance of 
marriage — particularly of early marriages. 

My reasons for preparing lectures fourth, fifth, 
and sixth, are given in the lectures — and to them 
I must therefore refer the reader. 

The seventh and eij^th lectures, do not belopg 
to the course. They are appended for this reason ; 
viz: The publisher had made preparations to print 
a volume containing the number of pages, of the 
one the reader now holds in his hand. But, the 
six lectures failed to make the number of pages in- 
tended — therefore, at his earnest request, I appen- 
ded two sermons, which were never intended to 
come before the public, except when delivered by 
their author. The reader will make all proper al- 
lowance for the looseness of style in which they ap- 
pear, as they were not le written, but printed as they 
were first prepared. 

Tke tecture to husbands and wives, being the 
third of the course, was suggested by an incident 
that fell under my own observation. And being per- 
suaded that I cannot close this introduction in a 
more acceptable manner, I will set before the rea- 
der the following items, which will serve to show thft 
importance of heeding the advice, which I have ta- 
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luen the liberty to offer, to husbands and wives. In 
the following account, I shall suppress names of the 
parties, and also the name of the town in which they 
resided. And I publish this, not without their con- 
sent. 

I had solemnized the marriage of two interesting 
persons in the town of Two weeks after I 

had united them in the bonds of hymen, I called to 
visit them, agreeably to the invitation extended to 
me on the night of their wedding. I knocked at 
the door but was not heard. I heard the voices of 
the husband and wife, and fearing there was some 
serious afiair within doors, I opened the outside 
door, and heard the parties disputing at the top of 
their voices. Thinking it would be well to hear the 
dispute, and then admininister some advice, I re- 
mained for a time in the entry, and heard with great 
impatience, and sorrow of heart, the following dia- 
logue. The reader may imagine how much love 
and music there was in it, when he has finished the 
3tory. « 

What they said before I came, I know not — but 
the first words I could understand, were these: — 

Husband. I think the wife should be submissive 
in every thing. She should have no voice in any 
thing that is done out doors, and should strive at all 
times to make her husband happy. For what in the 
Jiprld is the use of having a wife, if one cannot do 
4Ui he pleases with her. 
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Wife. You talk very strangely, my dear. You 
seem to forget that a wife has any thing to expect 
from the hands of her husband. Now, I do not wish 
to engage in, or dictate you respecting your busi- 
ness; but I should think you might tell me some 
things, and gratify me once in a while, as well as to 
seek for your own gratification always. 

Husband. You talk like a fool. Just as though 
I am going to tell you all my business. The next 
thing I should know, you would be down to the 
store dictating my clerk. And soon you would take 
it into your head, that you could do the business 
better than myself, and away you would start for 
New York, to make, or engage in, extensive specu- 
lations. And think you that I would submit to that? 
No. I had rather die than do it ! [ Walks across ihs 
room in rageJ] 

Wife. Don't be so passionate, my love. You do 
me great injustice. I do not wish to dictate you in 
one single instance. I do not wish to meddle with 
your business concerns. But at the same time, you 
would increase my happiness, and your own too, if 
you would make me your confidant. You know that 
I never deceived you. I have forsaken all for you, 
and it seems hard that I must be treated as a slave, 
and not know half so much about the true condition 
of my husband's affairs, as I used to know concern- 
ing my father's. 

Husband. I should make no objection to tell you 
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all my business, if that would be all. But that 
would not' be the end of it. I know very well how 
it is with you women. As soon as you are gratified 
in one thing, you go one step further, and there is 
no stop, until you have gained a complete mastery ; 
and then, farewell, a long farewell to liberty. I 
mean to prevent such a dilemma, by keeping you as 
ydu ought to be, ignorant of the things which don't 
concern you. And I'll tell you what it is, wife-, 
you mind your own business, and let me alone, and 
I will attend to mine. 

Wipe. [5o66ing.] You are cruel. I wish I 
had not married you. I had rather die than live. I 
am no better circumstanced than Betsey, the ser- 
vant girl. She knows full as much about what you 
are going to do, and more, than myself. I wish you 

would think of what the Rev. Mr. S said when 

we were married. He said you must love me as 
jou love yourself, and be not bitter against me — 
that you must make me a confidant ; not treat me 
as a superior, nor as an inferior, but as an equal; 
as a companion. 

Husband. Yes, and I wish you would think of 
what he said to you — viz: that you should obey me. 
Yes. OBET, I warrant you will forget that part of 
bis direction. Besides the apostle says — ' Wives 
obey your own husbands' — and again — ' Wives 
submit yourselves to your own husbands, for this 
is well pleasing unto God.' Now, by disobeying me. 
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you not only make me displeased, but you also ei 
<}ite the displeasure of God. For no logic can b 
plainer than this — If it is well pleasing unto God 
for the wife to obey her husband, it must b 
displeasing to him for her to disobey him. 

Wife. You talk as though the Almighty is f 
excitable as yourself I wish Rev. Mr. S— wi 
here. You would be ashamed to talk to me befoi 
him, as you have now been talking. 

How much longer this conversation would hai 
continued, had not my opening the door interrupt! 
them, I Qannot say. But ijfiy feelings were wrougl 
up to such a pitch by what I heard, that I could li 
ten no longer. Therefore I opened the door, ai 
entered the room, much to their confusion. Tl 
husband was the first to address me in these words 

Husband. Good evening, Mr. S . lamgh 

to see you. 

Wife. Good evening, v 

To carry on the dialogue on paper, as it took plac 
in the parlor, I must now speak in the third persoi 
And the remarks I then offered, will be stated ui 
derthe name of minister. 

Minister. Good evening, my young friends, 
am glad to see you. I have been thinking of callhi 
for several days, but a variety of engagements pr* 
vented. Well, how are you pleased with the man 
edlife? 

Wife. I like it as well as I can. 
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Husband. My wife is displeased very much be- 
iose I want her to do as you told her on the Bight 
^lofoar marriage. 
W Minister. To what do you refer ? 

* Husband. O, you recollect of saying that the 
^'linfe must obey her husband — and submit to him. 
"^ - Minister. True, in the performance of the mar- 
's jriage ceremony, I advanced the idea, that wives 
I should obey their husbands, but not in the way you 
'ejlitve represented. I stated that wives should obey 

^ ' their husbands, in the Lord, that is, in accordance 
It 
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with the righteous commands of God. If the hus- 
band, therefore, requires any thing of the wife, which 
is in violation of the plain commands of God, she 
ought not to do what he requires. 

Wife. There husband, what did I tell you. That 
tsjost what I think. 

Husband. But, sir, how are we to know when 
the husband commands or requires that which the 
word of God prohibits? Men, who are engaged in 
active business, cannot become so familiar with the 
Bible, as those can who devote their whole time to 
the study of theology. 

Minister. It is not expected of laymen, that 
they will be as familiar with the commands which 
regulate our actions, as are those who devote their 
whole time, and all their talents, to an investigation 
of Grod's word. But notwithstanding this, there is 
aplain ^ritedon, to which the husband may always 
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appeal. And the language in which it is expri 
is so brief, that the sentiment may easily be kc 
mind. 

Wife. Will you have the goodness to ex 
the subject a little further? I know husband 
hear, and will not be disposed to go counter to 
is obviously right. 

Husband. Yes — all I want is right. I do 
wish t.o be overbearing nor tyrannical. 

Minister. The rule to which I have referr 
thus expressed by the Apostle Paul — * Husbi 
love your wives, even as your own selves, ai 
not bitter against them.' Self love is the husbj 
rule of action. If he loves her, as he loves hin 
and exercises no bitterness towards her, he will 
require any thing of her, which is not right, 
when she requests information upon any subjec 
will if consistent with himself, inquire if he w 
like to be treated, as he now proposes to tres 
wife. 

You will recollect, that when I addressed 
after having pronounced you husband and wif 
observed, that the utmost confidence should b( 
ercised between the parties. This is essentif 
domestic felicity. There must be no concealn 
If a disposition to cover up, or conceal, is mani 
ted on the part of either, it will become the fou 
tion of a thousand indescribable miseries. The 
of happiness is in the hand of the husband. 
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produce tranquillity, or make trouble. Yon, 
dear sir, have an interesting companion, who 
;es implicit confidence in your honor and faith- 
iss. Now, I beseech you, as you prize your 
happiness, treat her with affection and gentlOi- 
I, and with the utmost confidence. B^ so doing 
will secure her confidence, affection, and rever- 

in return. And you, Mrs. , must act as 

>rt of regulator. If your husband comes home a 
out of humor, you must be calm, and with soil 
rei turn away his wrath. 
Justice requires me to say, that I have been an 
witness to the unpleasant contention you have 
engaged in this evening. I knocked at the 
but was not heard. Hearing your voices, 
were raised to the highest tone, I ventured to 
the dooi,and come into the entry. There I 
and listened, until I could be patient no lon^ 
Then I opened the door, and came in. 
Husband. I feel very much mortified that you 
re caught us engaged in a quarrel so soon afler 
marriage, but at the same time, 1 an) glad, for 
wholesome counsel you have given us will do us 
good. 

Vi9E. I agree with you, my love, exactly. And 
Idiank the parson for his good words. They have 
fitly spoken, and will be cherished by me in 
remembrance. 
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Minister. Before I go, I want to see you taki 
each- other by the hand, and hear you resolve to ob« 
serve as closely as you can^ your marriage vows. 

Husband. Come wife, [takes her by the band} 
let us forget and forgive the past, and for the future 
aim to be gentle and kind to each other. 

Wife. Certainly, I agree with all my heart. 

M[Ni8T£R. Good night. God bless you both. 

Husband & Wife. Good night Good night. — 

After reading the preceding sketch, the reader 
will not be astonished at the plain dealing which if 
eontained in lecture third; 

This little volume, with all its imperfections^ is 
now sent out into the world, in the hope that it may 
enlighten many minds, and assist the feeble to walk, 
in the path of virtue; and enable the foolish to tread 
in the ways of wdsdom, which are pleasantness and- 
peaoe^ IX D. S> 
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LECTURE I. 



Bfatrlmonyy Its "D^uign and Advantaflfet* 



Whoso findeth a wife, findeth a good thing, and obtaineth fa- 
vor of the Lord. Pror. 18: 22. 

I SHALL employ this text more as a motto, than as 
a subject of discourse. My main object in this lec- 
ture will be to set forth the nature and design of the 
marriage institution, and to offer such suggestions 
with regard to it, as I may think proper, leaving it 
for the hearer to form his own opinions, with refer- 
ence to it. 

It may be thought by some, that this is an improp- 
er subject to be treated of in a pulpit, by a professed 
minister of the gospel; but I must differ in opinion 
from such. The bare fact, that it is connected with 
the well being of society, and that a correct view of 
the subject is inseparably associated with the morals 
of the community, is sufficient to bring it within the 
2 
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jurisdiction of the gospel preacher, who is a public 
counselor, and a watchman upon the walls of the 
mental citv. 

Add to this, the consideration, that no snbject of 
a domestic character is more largely treated of in 
the sacred volume, than marriage; and that the in- 
spired penmen have thought proper to bestow upon 
it no small share of their attention, and have given a 
multitude of precepts for the guidance of the parties; 
and I am satisfied, that no one will think it improper 
for me to devote one or two lectures to an investiga- 
tion of this matter. 

To discuss the subject in the pulpit, is the most 
proper method of bringing it fairly before the public 
mind. It may be, and it has oflen been a question 
which has occasioned spirited debates in Lyceums, 
and debating clubs; but in listening to a debate, the 
hearer is liable to be led astray. He hears the ar- 
guments on one side; and when he is about to form 
his judgment, the one who supports the opposite 
opinion comes forth, and makes his case no less 
plain and plausible. By eloquence and sophistry, 
he pulls down the fabric erected by his opponent, 
and builds his own upon its ruins. Therefore, those 
who hear, are prone to think, either that both are 
right, or that both are wrong — and they consequent- 
ly become sceptical upon the subject — and when 
their opinion is asked, they know not what to say. 
And because of this, it has occurred to me, that il 



ON DOMESTIC DUTIES. 19 



would subserve the cause of truth, to give the sub- 
ject of matrimony, a cool and deliberate exposition, 
before a public religious assembly. 

Again: By setting forth the claims of Hymen to 
oar serious attention, those who are opposed to it, 
will have a fair opportunity to examine the ground 
occupied by its advocates, and an opportunity to 
give their arguments a full and deliberate investiga- 
tion. These remarks, I have thought .proper to 
make by way of introduction, for the reasons already 
given — and lest I should be tedious in the exordium, 
I will come more directly to the subject. 

The topic which we are to discuss, is one of un- 
speakable importance, inasmuch as it involves the 
happiness or misery of the parties, for life. If it is 
a good institution, and is rightly appreciated, and 
entered into with proper motives, views and princi- 
ples, it must Be productive of great felicity; and peo- 
ple should be apprized of this, that they may avail 
themselves of its benefits. But, if it is a dangerous 
and unsafe institution — if it is a curse to the parties 
—if it is worse than useless — if it cannot be made 
to subserve the cause of virtue and happiness, but is 
productive of ruinous consequences to mankind — - 
this should be known, that the young and unsuspecl- 
iog may be kept from its evils, and saved from the 
labor of seeking, without success, a space for repen- 
tance, when it is too late. 

I am aware, that some married persons are in the 
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constant habit of speaking against marriage. I sa 
this to their shame. It argues one of two things: - 
viz: First — Either they have been unwise in th 
choice of a companion, and have made a bad bar 
gain ; or — secondly — They are extremely selfish 
and have found a good which they desire to enjo; 
as much alone as possible; and, therefore, do no 
wish others to partake of the same. The imprudenc 
of these people is perfectly obvious — and that the; 
lack wisdem, is too palpable to require proof I 
they have been unfortunate in their choice, and can 
not remedy the evil, they should be as silent as pos 
sible, and make the best of a poor bargain. 

I am not disposed to deny, that marriage, like ev 
ery other blessing, can be, and has been abused, 
also admit, that there are many unhappy connection! 
in the domestic world. But, these are not occasion* 
ed by the institution itself — no — they are the le- 
gitimate fruits of a want of judgment, on the part o: 
those, who enter into the solemn relation of husbanc 
and wife. And I would further state, that matrimo- 
ny is productive, either of great happiness, or great 
misery; and it is for the parties to determine whicli 
shall be theirs. If rightly used, it produces the 
greatest of happiness; but if improperly used, it is 
productive of the most intense misery. No calami- 
ty can be successfully compared with domestic infe- 
licity. For, what are all the honors and riches of 
the world, if a man is not at peace, when at home? 
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Compared with domestic quiet, all the wealth of the 
Indies, sink into comparative insignificance. 

Having, thus far, spoken in general terms, and 
offered remarks which go over the whole subject, we 
will lay down the doctrine of this lecture, in the fol- 
lowing words: viz. — 

Marriage is an important and good ordinance, 
designed to promote virtue and holiness on 

EARTH. It is the HANDMAID OF RELIGION, AND AN 
EFFICIENT AUXILIARY IN THE CAUSE OF GENUINE MO- 
RALITY. 

I. In all virtuous nations, it has been strictly ob- 
served ; and domestic and national prosperity, have 
been inseparably connected with its observance. — 
Whenever the laws and requirements of hymen have 
been slighted, disregarded and trodden under foot, 
a blight and mildew have come upon the nations 
which have done so, and their downfall has com- 
menced with their neglect of this institution; the sa- 
cred observance of which is a public protection of 
virtue. 

In the darkest times and ages of the world, nations 
which had but a single gleam of light, saw the im- 
portance of this institution, and aided as it were by 
a heavenly impulse, they passed laws with reference 
to it, the design of which was to preserve the insti- 
tution in its most holy form. The Jewish nation ab- 
solutely required, that every man should marry ; and 
they reputed, and considered those as murderers. 
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who did not. By the laws of Ljcurgus, the governor, 
and wise man of Sparta, unmarried men were not al- 
lowed to witness the public games, which were sap- 
ported by the government, for the amusement of the 
people. And according to the laws of the Spartans, 
after the death of Lycutgus, bachelors were pun- 
ished! And there was something said in this coun- 
try, a few years since, about imposing on this class 
of society an extra tax — but, it was finally conclu- 
ded, that the predilection for marriage here, was so 
strong, that the extra tax was needless. 

II. Besides the laws and customs of nations on 
this subject, we have the testimony of all our great- 
est statesmen, philanthropists, moralists and philos- 
ophers; — they have been the decided advocates of 
matrimony, aud have left their deposition against 
celibacy. 

Plato declares, that all bachelors are unworthy of 
any honor. He speaks of those who despise mar- 
riage, and who are determined to live alone, and nev- 
er enter into the bonds of hymen. For these are 
the characters who are bachelors. They are blam- 
ed, and not the females, because it devolves on the 
males to make the offer. 

Dr. Adam Clarke, the justly celebrated scholar, 
critic, and commentator, though dead, now speaks 
in favor of matrimony. He employs this language: 
' The single man is an atom in society ; the mar- 
ried man is a small community in himself. The for- 
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mer is the center of his own existence, and lives for 
himseif alone. The latter is diflfused abroad, makes 
a more important part of the body social, and pro- 
vides both for its support and continuance. The 
single man lives for, and does good, to himself only ; 
the married man lives both for himself and the pub- 
lic. Both the state and the church of Christ depend 
on the married man; as from him, under God, the 
9ne has subjects, the other members; while the sin- 
gle man is but an individual in either; and by and 
by will cease from both, and having no posterity, is 
lost to the public forever. The married man, there- 
fore, far from being in a state of inferiority to the sin- 
gle man, is beyond him, out of the limits of compari- 
son. He can do all the good the other can do, though 
perhaps sometimes in a different way, and he can 
do ten thousand good things that the other cannot 
possibly do. And therefore both himself and his 
state are to be preferred infinitely before the other. 
Neither the world, nor the church are under the 
least obligations to the unmarried, who continuing in 
their celebacy, lived comparatively a useless life, and 
died as they should, unregretted.' 

The Doctor further remarks — ' While I contend 
for the superior excellence of the marriage state, I 
am no apologist for indiscriminate marriages. No ; 
many of them are criminal in the highest degree. 
Instead of consulting common sense and propriety 
— childish affections, brutish passions, or the love of 
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money, are the motives on which many of them 
have been contracted. Such marriages are miser* Ji 
able, must be so, and should not be otherwise; and 
superficial people, looking at these, form an estir 
mate of the state itself; and then indulge themselves 
in exclaiming against an ordinance of God, either 
perverted by themselves, or the equally foolish per* 
sons, who are the subjects of their animadversions. 
That the genuine Christian can never be so useful in 
any state as that of marriage, I am fully convinced; 
but, to be happy, the marriage must be in the Lord/ 
Campbell, himself a poet and a scholar, has beau- 
tifully said : 

* Till hymen brought his love delighted hour, 

There dwelt no joy in £den*s rosy bower; 

In vain the viewless seraph, lingering there, 

At starry midnight charmed the silent air; 

In vain the wild bird carroled on the steep. 

To hail the sun, slow wheeling from the deep ; 

In vain, to sooth the solitary shade. 

Aerial notes in mingling measure played ; 

The summer wind, that shook the spangled tree. 

The whispering wave, the murmuring of the bee ; 

Still slowly passed the melancholy day. 

And still the stranger wist not where to stray. 

The world was sad — the garden was a wild — 

And man, the hermit, sighed — till woman smiled/ 

According to this, the garden of Eden was with- 
out true happiness, until the introduction of hymen 
— or, in other words — until the Almighty introdu* 
ced woman, as an help-meet for man. 
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The opinions of a multitude of other writers could 
be adduced, to the same effect — but it is not con- 
sidered important. We must not, however, p^ss by 
the testimony of the immortal Franklin. He, it 
will be recollected, compared an unmarried man to 
the one half of a pair of shears, which he said, could 
neither be used as a knife, nor for shears; but would 
possibly answer to scrape an old trencher. We 
introduce this opinion, thus singularly expressed, 
not for the sake of producing levity, but to show 
what views were entertained of marriage, by this 
great Statesman and Philosopher. 

III. The Scriptures, which are the fountain of 
religious knowledge, bear a brilliant testimony in fa- 
vor of marriage. They mention it as both good, 
and important. Our text is now in point. * Whoso 
findeth a wife, findeth a good thing, and ohtaineth a 
favor of the Lord.' A wife then, is not only a good 
thing, but a favor from the Lord. ' The Lord God 
saw that it was not good for the man that he should 
be alone, so he created woman, as an help-meet for 
him.' 

Finding a wife, and God's creating woman as an 
help-meet for man, are embraced in the terms hy- 
men — marriage — matrimony. And as God crea- 
ted woman, because it was not good for man to be 
alone, the unavoidable conclusion is, that it was a 
good ordinance. 

Again; It is written — * A virtuous woman is a 
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crown to her husband; -— She will do him good, 
not evil, all the days of her life.' How highly is4j 
crown prized by mortals! And yet, those who de- 
spise marriage, are trampling this crown under foot, 
and treating it with utter contempt. 

Marriage is employed in the Scriptures, as a fig- 
ure of the union which exists between Christ and bif 
church. Would such a figure be employed, if hy- 
men is as productive of misery, as some maintain? 
But one answer can be given, and that must be ia 
the negative. In the book of Revelation, Jesoa if 
spoken of as the bridegroom, and the church is cal- 
led the bride. The angel said unto John: — ' Come 
up hither, and 1 will show you the bride, the Lamb's 
wife.' And the work of redemption, whereby oar 
Savior accomplished man's salvation — and the res- 
urrection of Christ, whereby be obtains the full pos- 
session of the human family, are called the marriage 
of the Lamb. 

A great multitude, who were in heaven, said, — 
' Let us rejoice and be glad, and give honor to him, 
for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife 
hath made herself ready. And to her was granted 
that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and 
white; for the fine linen is the righteousness of 
Saints. And he said unto me, write. Blessed are 
they which are called unto the marriage supper of 
the Lamb.' Rev. xix, 7, 8, 9. In chapter third, the 
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tme figure is employed; Jesus is called the bride- 
room, and the people the bride. 

In the epistle of Paul to the Ephesians, the same 
letaphor is employed ; Chapter v. ys. 22, 33. ' wives 
ubmit yourselves to your own husbands, as unto 
le Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, 
yen as Christ is the head of the Church; therefore, 
8 the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives 
e subject to their own husbands in every thing. — 
lusbands, love your wives, even as Christ also lov- 
dthe church, and gave himself for it; that he might 
anctify and cleanse it with the washing of water, by 
he word, that he might present it to himself a glo- 
iotts church, not having spot, wrinkle, or any such 
hing; but that it should be holy, and without blem- 
sh. So ought men to love their wives as their own 
todies: he that loveth his wife, loveth himself. For 
10 roan ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth 
t even as the Lord the church, for we are members 
f his body, of his flesh and bones. For this cause 
hall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be 
)ined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh, 
["his is a great mystery; but I speak concerning 
/hrist and his church.* 

Can any reasonable man suppose that the apos- 
e Paul would have employed this figure, if he had 
Bgarded matrimony as being fraught with the ruin- 
us consequences that many now associate with it? 
^e must answer — no. And can we indulge the 
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thought, that he who was instructed from on high^ni 
and guided in his labors of writing, and preachii 
by the spirit of the living God, would fall into suckl 
^an egregious error as he did, in representing the WL 
ly union which exists between Christ and his people, te 
by the marriage right ? I say egregious error — forj] 
such it was, if marriage is as far from right, aa sone 
maititain. Besides — would -the Almighty, by hit 
prophet, use this as an illustration of his care and 
solicitude for hii-wayward children, if it is an evil? 
Would he be heard to say — ' Return unto me, X 
backsliding, children, and I will receive you, fori ^ 
am married unto* you/ Does not this language, | 
from the lips of inspiration, pronounce a powerfbl r 
eulogy upon marriage? It most certainly does. i 

Let us cdd to the foregoing, the fact, that our i 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, spoke of the marriage : 
institution in terms of like approval, andihat he per- 
formed his first miracle at a marriage festival, in 
Cana, of Galilee; and the proposition, that marriage 
is honorable, good and important, is as clearly sub- 
stantiated, as it can be by scripture tnstimony. 

Each of the writers from whom I have quoted, 
as also do the scriptures, not only approve of, and 
speak in favor of marriage, but contend that it is a 
powerful means of preventing crime, and promo- 
ting virtue; of insuring success in laudible under- 
takings; of acquiring wealth; of cultivating benevo- 
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nt feelings; and of obtaining eminence and respec- 
bility. 

The wise man 4)r the east says, in the words of our 
xt — ' Whoso findeth a wife, findeth a good thing, 
id obtaineth a favor of the Lord.' In Proverbs 
\y he affirms — ' She will do him good, and not 
il, all the days of her life.' And in the same 
innection, he represents her as raising him to dis- 
iction, so that he is known in the gates of the city, 
id when he setteth among the elders of the land. 
How many times, has the inconsiderate husband 
icn saved from destruction, through the prudent 
tansels, and untiring efforts of an affectionate, and 
(voted wife. While his enemies are seeking his 
iwnfali, and plotting his destruction — and while his 
her friends are looking on with the most perfect 
difference, his devoted wife is employing every 
aans in her power, to expose, and counteract, the 
ts of the enemy, and secure the well being of the 
jeet of her best affections. 

She is present at his side in the hour of danger — 
id having no eyes but for her husband, she becomes 
e sharer of his misfortunes, and the partner of his 
oes. And when the friends created by prosperity, 
ivebeen driven away by the cold hand of adversi- 
, she remains to cheer the solitary hour, and pour 
le balm of consolation into the sorrowful heart. And 
hen the dread resolution has been formed, to carry 
rward the work of vengeance, the mellow voice of 
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the affectionate wife is heard — it allays (he 
of conflicting passions, and sways the scepter of] 
and forgiveness, and causes the fruits of beneyoh 
to flourish in the hearts of all the members of the 
mestic kingdom. When the hand of disease pn 
heavily upon him, she watches beside the sleepli 
couch, and administers comfort to his fainting 
She is the ministering angel, whose heart is reared 
the hour of affliction to perform those deeds of i 
cy, which sweeten affliction's cup, and light op tte^ 
countenance with ineffable joy. 

Where there is one man who is the worse off for 
finding a wife, there are hundreds who have bettem 
ed their situation, by taking an help-meet. Where 
one wife has dragged her husband down to raiD« 
there are thousands who have raised their compan- 
ions from vice, to virtue — from obscurity to emi- 
nence — from poverty to affluence — from contempt 
to honor. Therefore, the more married men we 
have in community, the fewer Will be the crimes. 
The thought of one's wife and children, is a power- 
ful restraint — and they who act not from principle, 
are unwilling to blush before their families, or to^ 
make shame their inheritance. 

I might enlarge here — but this would be antici- 
pating the subject of another lecture: this particu- 
lar topic will be brought into notice in a subsequent 
discourse. 

lY. I may be told by some, that Jacob, was un- 
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lappy with his wives — that Sampson was, through 
he treachery of his hetrotbed, betrayed into the 
imnds of his enemies — that Soloman was turned 
rom the service and worship of God, to the adora- 
ioQ of idols, through the influence of his wives. I 
idmit this. But what does it prove? Simply this — 
rhat they were unwise, and injudicious in their se- 
ection — - that female influence is powerful — that 
narriage has been abused — and, that the same fol- 
lies have existed in the sphere of hymen, that have 
shown themselves in every other association. The 
choicest blessings of heaven have been abused — 
uid no one of the common favors of a benignant 
Providence has been fully appreciated, nor in every 
instance rightly used. 

I may be also told, that Paul, from whose wri- 
tings I have quoted, said at one time — ' It is bet- 
ter for men to remain as I' — i. e. in a state of cele- 
btcy. Very true — but he assigns as a reason for 
so advising, the present distressed state of the 
ehurch. Peculiar afllictions were coming upon the 
ehurch; and it would be better for the unmarried 
persons to remain single, without the care of a fami- 
ly, in the time of affliction, than for them to marry. 
Yet, in case they were exercised by a strong pre- 
dilection for hymen, it would be best for them to 
marry. Such was the instruction of St. Paul. 

It may be said in objection, that some married 
people speak warmly against marriage. I know 
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tbey do. They have married for money, or some 
other unjust object, and have been disappointed; 
and now they charge the whole upon matrimony, 
when the blame should rest upon their own heads. 
But as much as these people profess to despise hy- 
men's bonds, should they be sundered by death, they 
would again bind themselves in the chains of matri- 
mony, as soon as decency would admit. And some 
of this character, have been known to select a com- 
panion, and make proposals of marriage, while the 
one to whom they were bound by the laws of the 
land, in the relation of husband, or wife, lay upop 
a bed of death! These, are some of the people, who 
declaim loudly against marriage. We might state 
the inference — but prudence forbids. ' O shame, 
where is thy blush.' 

Go to the lonely widower, or the still more lonely 
widow, each of whom are stricken with sorrow for 
the dead, and ask them, if to abide alone is more 
pleasant, than to dwell with an agreeable compan- 
ion, chosen through love, and in the exercise of 
good judgment. They will answer you, in the ac- 
cents of deep melancholy — no. 

The truth is, man is a social being. He cannot 
be happy alone. Woman is the most suitable com- 
panion he can have. Therefore, God created wo- 
man as an help-meet for man. And therefore it is 
that — ' whoso findeth a wife, findeth a good thing, 
and obtaineth a favor of the Lord.' 



LECTURE II. 



Tke AdTmatages ot Xiarly JKarrlages Considered! 



Rejoice with the wife of thy youth. Prov. 5 : 18. 

The question iavolving the propriety of early mar- 
riages, is one of no small moment. To those who 
have entered the marriage state, and hound them- 
selves with the silken cords of hymen, it may not be 
80 interesting, as to those who are about coming to 
a decision, whether it is best to take a wife, while 
young, or wait until years have passed away, and 
they have learned by experience, that a state of ce- 
libacy is not pleasant. 

To those married persons, however, who have 
BOBS to take wives, and daughters to be given in 
marriage, the question becomes one of unspeakable 
importance. If early marriages are productive of 
good, parents should know and decide upon it accu- 
rately; and encourage their offspring to enter upon 
the duties of the married life, at an early period, if 
raitable companions can be obtained; and if, on tke 
other hand, they are fraught with deleterious conse- 
qaences, both to the parties, and the community, 
this should be known, that parents and guardians 
3 
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may instruct tbeir children with regard to it, and 
keep them as long as possible, from the evil. 

To the young, of both sexes, the question invol?- 
ing the utility of early marriage, cannot fail to be 
interesting. The young damsel, whose hand is 
sought, or who is about to unite her destiny &r 
life with one of her own age, should pause, and ask 
herself the question — Am I now throwing myself 
away ? Shall I not be the worse off for making this 
change in my situation ? And if these interrogations 
can be answered in the affirmative, she may pursue 
her contemplated course with peace and satisfaction; 
but, if an affirmation cannot be obtained, the pur- 
pose should be abandoned. 

If the young man, who is about to select a com- 
panion for life, can be made to see that he is enter- 
ing upon treacherous ground; that he is taking a 
viper to his bosom, without the experience and in- 
formation, which are needful to secure himself from 
harm, he may be induced to turn from the road of 
death; and therefore, both the young female, and 
the youthful male, may be saved from years of mise- 
ry ; aye, saved from ruin, by the exposition of this 
subject. 

But, if it can be shown, that early marriages are 
preferable to those of after life, then, both the son 
and the daughter, the young man and the maiden, 
will both feel, and realize, the importance of choos- 
ing a partner, while they are yet young, and thus 
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prepare themselves for a life of usefulness and pleas- 
ure. 

It has been thought, by some, that the scriptures 
do not furnish so strong a testimony in favor of early 
marriage, as they do in favor of marriage itself. — 
We may not be able to find such express directions, 
with regard to early marriages; but I am persuad- 
ed, that it is taught by implication, if not otherwise. 
There are portions of the divine record, upon which 
we can place no other construction, than that the 
writer, was not only favorable to, but highly approv- 
ed of, early mihrriages. And this is as good scrip- 
ture testimony as we need. 

It was not necessary, to command people to mar- 
ry young — for they have a natural desire for it: — 
and those who have remained in a state of celibacy 
until far advanced in life, have done it, either through 
disappointment, or because they were so particular^ 
that they could not find one to suit them in every re- 
spect. And some of this class, have passed by those 
who would have been good companions for them, 
and at last accepted of one, with whom they have not 
lived in a state of enviable felicity. 

Because nature has given this predisposition te 
early matrimony — and because some are misin- 
formed upon the subject, we hear those solemn ad- 
monitions, which are sometimes given to the young, 
to abstain from the cares and troubles of hymen, as 
long as they possibly can. I do not mean to say. 



36 LECTURES 



that the sacred penmen have admonished us to ab- 
stain from matrimony as long as we possibly can — 
no — they have directed otherwise. But, these ad- 
monitions come from those, who know not what they 
say, nor realize the full import of what they affirm. 

Before we proceed further, let us inquire — what 
is meant by early marriages? 

When I speak of early marriages, I do not mean 
those improper connections, which are formed, 
while the parties are in the cradle, or in their moth- 
er's arms. Report says, people have been married 
under such circumstances. These are marriages, 
contracted by the parents, for the purpose of keep- 
ing the property in the family, without the knowl- 
edge or consent of the children; in them, they could 
have no voice. Such, are tied with a tow string; — 
and they will break it, when they come to maturity, 
if they are not pleased with the selection made by 
their parents. 

I do not refer to those injudicious connections, 
which are sometimes formed, when the lad of sixteen 
years, takes as a wife, the little girl of thirteen years. 
I protest against such marriages. I have known 
the old man of fifty, to lead to the altar of hymen, the 
little girl of fourteen years — this, also, I consider 
as being decidedly wrong. 

But when I advocate early marriages, I wish to be 
understood as speaking of those connections, which 
are formed between persons, who are considered 
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competent to think and act for themselves, on other 
subjects. And when men, or women, are capable 
of thinking, and acting, and deciding for themselves 
upon every other subject, they certainly are, or 
ought to be, upon this. 

The time fixed upon for the man, is twenty-one — 
then, he throws oflf parental restraint, and the fetters 
of his minorship, and thinks and acts for himself; — 
and the period allotted for the freedom of the female, 
is eighteen. At these respective ages, both are, 
in the eye of the civil and domestic law, competent 
to manage their own concerns, without the inter- 
ference of an earthly guardian. And, if they have 
been properly educated, they can decide upon the 
subject of matrimony, at that age, as well as they can 
upon any other subject which may claim their atten- 
tion. It has engaged their thoughts already — and if 
their parents and guardians, have not given them 
some instructions, with regard to the choice of a 
companion for life, they have been strangely remiss 
in their duty. The education of their child, is 
not completed — and If he acts injudiciously upon 
this point, the parents may, to a very great extent, 
charge the blame to themselves. If the young man, 
and the young woman, are not competent to decide 
accurately upon this subject at the age aforenamed, 
then, the conclusion is, they have not been proper- 
ly instructed. 

Let us now consult the 'lively oracles,' and make 
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ourselves acquainted with the testimony they bear, 
in behalf of early matrimony. I would seriously 
propound the question — Is not the doctrine recog- 
nized in our text? True, Solomon does not say«— 
'Rejoice with the wife, to whom you were married, 
when you were twenty-one years of age!' He em- 
ploys the term, 'Youth.' 'Rejoice with the wife of thy 
youth.' I do not pretend that he referred to one par- 
ticular year, when he used the expression ; but I do 
maintain, that he referred to the early part of the 
life of man. We all know what particular portion of 
man's existence, is meant, by his youth*; therefore, 
to offer ah explanation of it, would be a work of su- 
pererogation. 

You learn from the context, that the words of our 
text, were addressed to his own son: — and you may 
also learn, that the wise man inculcates this doe- 
trine — viz: By taking a wife, in his youth, and 
being satisfied with her affection, he would be sa- 
ved from the snares and artifices of the strange wo- 
man, whose mouth is smoother than oil; but whose 
ways, are those of death, and whose steps go down 
to hell — and whose fruits, are bitter as wormwood, 
and sharper than the edge of a sword. He says — 
' Drink water out of thine own cistern, and running 
water out of thine own well ; let thy fountain be bless- 
ed and rejoice with the wife of thy youth. Let her be 
to thee as the loving hind, and the pleasant roe; let 
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her breast satisfy thee at all times, and be thou al- 
ways ravished with her love.' 

The blessed, and purifying nature of early mar- 
riage, was taught Solomon by his good old Father 
David. And that David highly approved of early 
matrimony, is evident from, Psalm 127. verses 3. 4. 
5. 'Lo! children are the heritage of the Lord; they 
are his reward. As arrows in the hand of a migh- 
ty man, so are children of the youth. Happy is 
the man, who hath his quiver full of them; they 
shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the 
enemies in the gates.' 

The obvious meaning of this passage, is this:— 
The man who is married, when young, if he be 
blessed with children, will have them for his defence 
when he grows old — and as the mighty man defends 
himself with his arrows, so shall the man who is mar- 
ried when he is young, and rears up a family of chil- 
dren, have them to plead his cause, and overcome 
his, foes, when he is old. Being strong, and vigorous, 
they will not be afraid — and, having been instruc- 
ted by their father, when he was young and vigor- 
ous, they will not be ashamed to defend a righte- 
ous cause. 

' Happy,' said David,' is the man who hath his 
quiver full of them.' Why so? Answer — If he 
should have a case in law, the more children he has, 
the more witnesses will he have; and if they are ac- 
quainted with the facts of the case, and they proba- 
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hly will be — and if his cause ia a righteois^one, ha 
may successfully defend himself against hik enemy. 

Concerning the same character, he speaks in the 
next Psalm, saying — 'He shall see his children, 
and his children's children, and peace upon Israel.' 
Is not this an approval of early marriage? We 
might enlarge here, as a fruitful theme presents it^ 
self — but to multiply words, where the meaning is 
so apparent, is useless. 

I have heard it remarked, that Adam, the federal 
head and progenitor of the human race, was not 
united in the bonds of wedlock, at an early period of 
his life. How long the first man remained in a 
state of single blessedness, the sacred historian hath 
not informed us; but, judging from the circumstances 
of the case, we should naturally conclude, that he did 
not remain alone for a very great length of time. 
The Lord saw his loneliness, and want of a compan- 
ion, and provided woman, as an help meet for him. 
And it does not appear from the history, that after 
Eve was presented to Adam, that they were troub- 
led with a Mong and tedious courtship;' we are led 
to class them, with the practical advocates of early 
marriage. 

While Isaac was young, and under the care of 
his father, he did, by the direction of his venerable 
sire, enter the married life. The Patriarch did 
not consider him competent to choose a wife for 
himself — therefore, he gave instructions concern- 
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ing it, and bound his most faithful senrant under an 
\ oath, to see that his directions were followed, and 
iu8 will accomplished. 

Farther; the marriage of a young man to the 
virgin of his choice, is a jfigure employed as an illus- 
tration of the strength of Jehovah's affection, and 
love for his people. By the mouth of his prophet, 
he speaks to his ancient people, in these words: — 
'As a young man marrieth a virgin, so have I loved 
thee.' That is — As a young man marrieth a vir- 
gin, under the influence of pure affection, and that 
love which is not selfish, nor brought into being 
through the desire of gain, so have I loved thee, 
with uncontaminated, and lasting affection. 

It mijst be admitted by all, that youthful love, is 
more ardent, and devoted, than that of af^er years. 

Therefore, it is, that the parties do not look so 
much afler riches, as those do, who put off marriage, 
until youth has fled away. In the former case, but 
little is thought of property — they talk about love 
in the cottage — and of an afiection, which poverty 
cannot destroy. But, in most cases, when youthful 
vigor has fled away, there is cool, deliberate calcu- 
lation, about the pecuniary profits of getting married 
--how much money the intended wife has — or, 
how much the future husband possesses — or, how 
much it will cost to support a wife — or how much 
Additional labor must be performed — or how many 
privations must be endured — and, how many indi- 
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vidual privileges, must be abandoned, by becoming 
a wife. 

And it would seem, from the foregoing, that to 
those who put off marriage, until old age begins to 
approach them, domestic love becomes a matter of 
dollars and cents; or, present convenience. I am 
willing to make some exceptions to this — but, I 
think they are but few. I refer to those, who pay 
but little attention to the society of females, until 
the springtime of existence seems to be giving placo 
to the sere of autumn. If such associate with fe- 
males, it is barely for present amusement '— ana 
sometimes, they bring into being, fond hopes, which 
they subsequently crush with coldness, and indifier- 

ence, exclaiming at the same time 'I have done 

no harm.' 

In the preceding lecture, I adduced the testimo- 
ny of several distinguished individuals, who were 
<the decided advocates of hymen; it ^ay be proper 
to state, that the same persons are strong supporters 
of early marriage. 

Dr. Clarke, holds the following language upon 
early matrimony: — ' Youth is the time for mar- 
riage. The children of young people, are always 
more strong, vigorous and healthy, and generally 
longer lived, than those of elder, or comparatively 
elder persons. It would be easy to assign reasons for 
this; but the interpretation of scripture will seldom 
admit of physiological details. It is enough, that 
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Cod has said, children of youth are strong and ac- 
tive, like arrows in the hand of a mighty man.' 

Dr. Franklin, as every one knows, who has read 
lis life, was much in favor of early marriage. He 
did not marry until somewhat advanced ; but he ev- 
er regretted that he delayed getting married so 
k»Dg. A favorite expression with him about early 
and late marriages, was ■ It 'is best for people 
to marry when they are young — then they will do 
}he work in the forenoon, and have an afternoon to 
themselves; but those who marry late in life, have 
the Work about all day, and have no time to them- 
selves. Therefore,' said he to the young man who 
had requested his opinion upon this subject, * get 
married early — don't delay too long. ' 

The testimony of other wise men, might be addu- 
ced, to the same effect; but I need not multiply 
quotations. These are sufficient for our present 
purpose; and ndV, let us examine the point under v 
consideration more minutely — and to assist the 
memory, we will notice a few particulars. 

I. Early marriages have a direct tendency 
TO produce correct and steady habits. 

The young man, who takes a wife, has something 
to claim his attention. He has a home — he has 
one faithful heart to counsel and reprove him: — and 
while the single man is roaming about i<n quest of 
happiness, the young husband, is blessed with a 
home, which be endeavors to render the most desir- 
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able place on earth. Having these objects to c! 
his attention, he has no desire to roam abroad — 
if he has this desire for roaming, which the unn 
ried youth cultivates, it is kept in due subjection, 
the objects which are dear to his heart. Refraii 
from the habit of going to and fro in the earth, he 
not in the way to contract evil habits — and, 
though he may be naturally wild and volatile, 
the restraining charms of the young, and virtt 
wife, will soon crown him with soberness of m 
and thereby secure for him the confidence of 
community. 

Who has not heard the remark, so frequently mi 
that it will not answer to elevate young and sin 
men, to offices of trust? The reason is thus nm 
ned, by the time they become servicable, having 
family to restrain them, they will remove from 
place. Therefore, those who have bowed the k 
to hymen, are selected for those offices, where i 
bility of residence, is an important requisite. J 
who does not know, that a young wife, will 1 
her husband into company, into which he w( 
not be invited, without her? And that a yo 
man is more respected, becaCise of his wife, is 
obvious .to require proof. 

II. Early marriaggs tend to the /revewt 

OF CRIMES, AND THE SUPPRESSION OF VICE. 

Young men are corrupted, for the most p 
through the influence of bad examples. . leaving 
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with whom they can pass the solitary hour, they 

the company of the unstable, and profligate, 

entice them from the fair paths of virtue. By 

companions, they are led into scenes of vice 

dissipation — they are urged from one step to 

er, until they find themselves in great degrada- 

Their false sense of honor will not allow them 

retreat. They cannot stand still. They pass on, 

drown themselves in sorrow and perdition. 
Once in a while, a faithful maiden cleaves unto 
lover, in despite of the counsels, prayers, and 
[treaties of her friends, and forsakes him not, even 
iriwn his prodigalities become notorious. At length 
^succeeds in uniting her fate with his, by mar- 
fiage: and then by prudence and benevolence — by 

Pjrers and entreaties — by tears and supplications, 
I succeeds in changing his course. She snatch- 
\ ei him as a brand from the burning, and saves him 
; ironi ruin. But, as a general thing, the young man 
^ is abandoned, and he plunges himself, in his mo- 
innt of desperation, into the gulf of irretrievable 
fnin. 

' It is best to«prevent crime — and the married man 
has more inducements to refrain from excesses, than 
others. If the young man takes a wife, he will not 
he so likely to grow dissipated, as those are, who, 
left in an inexperienced state, without one restraint, 
io?e around the world, and contract improper habits. 
Ii»k aroaiid.upon society, and see who are your 
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most examplary men; are they not those who 
married young ? With very few exceptions, this i 
the case.. This fact, speaks volumes in favor 
early marriage. But — 
. III. Early marriage, tends to the RBraoM 

MENT QF^HE morals OF SOCIETT. 

It cannot be denied, that females are more soil 
and afiectionate in their manners, than the maks. 
They are so by nature; and their education increas> 
es the gift of nature, and adds a polish to their Bit* 
ural charms. They are reared under the tender 
and fostering care of a mother; — but the males, an 
ever among the bustle and turmoil of the world, aw 
are made to encounter those perplexing scenes, 
which create harshness of manners, moroseness ol 
disposition, and an uncouth deportment. Thert" 
fore, to spend a portion of our time, in the society o 
virtuous females, is profitable — and would be so, U 
every young man. But a female, will not feel her 
self at liberty to point out defects in the manners, 
and conversation of a stranger; but the young wifi 
will affectionately offer advice, and give instructiom 
calculated to reform her companion, in a manner 8< 
modest and becoming, that they will produce tki 
desired effect. 

But, if the husband has remained his 'own man, 
long enough to contract evil habits, and get then 
firmly fixed, he will be as stubborn as an old oak — 
and the most gentle and kind bints at reformation 
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'ill chance to meet with a disdainful reception, even 
bough they come from the wife of his choice. 
How many husbands can recollect the salutary 
Sect produced on them, by the judicious counsels 
Ta wife, when they were young and thoughtless. 
^es, and these same, can now see, from how many 
npleasant consequences, their early marriage saved^ 
lem. Hence, those who have married young, are 
most invariably the friends of early matrimony. 
IV. I may be told, that the young man, who is 
St free, has nothing to begin with — he is poor,' and 
erefore he ought not to marry, until he acquires 
certain amount of property. When he is young 
id without property, is the time for him to marry . 
ben, his wife will have no chance to be deceived 
his circumstances. She will know he is poor, 
td feel sensible that they must both strive together, 
they would prosper, and provide for the time to 
>me. He, too, will see the importance of being 
duslrious — and his industry, united with her econ- 
ay and prudence, will secure for them a sufficien- 
r of this world's goods. 

Who are the most wealthy men in the community? 
inquire concerning those who have become weal- 
y, through their own efforts. Are they not those 
bo were married when young, and begun with, 
ithing ? Who are those fathers, ihat are now in the 
ime of life, but have accumulated a handsome 
roperty^ and reared a large family of children? 
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Answer — They are they who married young, aadl 
commenced the married life with barely goodi| 
enough to furnish a small house; and some of then, 
with only a sufficiency to render comfortable ew 
room of humble dimensions. 

Some are forward in telling how much it costitop 
support a family; and urge the expense to which 
matrimony would subject them, as a reason for not 
entering upon its duties. But it is almost invariable 
the case, that the young married man, lays up more 
money, than the single one. I have looked ioto 
this subject very closely, and I know of instances, 
where married men have earned but a dollar a day, 
and yet, have laid up money yearly; while unmar- 
ried men, who received one dollar and fifly cents 
per day, were in debt at the close of the year. I 
have several cases in point, but delicacy forbids my 
being particular. 

When the parties are young, and poor, there is 
but one way for them to go — that is up, — they are 
down, and they must of necessity rise. But, if they 
wait until they have increased in years, and amassed 
some wealth, they are prone to begin too large, and 
therefore, descend the ladder. They begin as they 
cannot hold out. How many lamentable facts of 
this character, are around us ? And yet, how many 
will pass on, and fall into the same kind of trouble? 

V. In every situation in life, we must make 
some sacrifices. The nearer our interests are con- 
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uected, the more important it is, that we should ob- 
lerve those small matters, which are connected 
with our peace. In the marriage state, there must 
W some concessions on both sides — and if these 
«re not made, then farewell to domestic felicity. 

People will get married, at some period of their 
lives — and to this remark, there are but few ex- 
ceptions. Seeing this is so, they should take the 
telation of husband and wife upon them, when it 
will be best for their future good. Now, in youth, 
the passions are most pliable — they will give and 
bend. The parties are accustomed to yield to re*- 
itraint. Both are but just free from parental guid- 
ance, and will not feel it to be beneath their dignity, 
to give up their opinions to each other. But, 
wbenuthey have been free, as it is termed, long 
enough to become set and unyielding, they are both 
apt to insist on having their own way in every thing. 
The husband drives down his stake here — the wife 
drives down her stake there — and each indulge in 
language of the most positive character. ' I will 
— you shall — I will not;' and many other expres- 
sions, of a similar nature, are uttered by the parties, 
to the no small annoyance of each other's happiness. 
And scenes of commotion, and discord, often follow^ 
which baffle all powers of description. Therefore, 
J aay to the young of botb.'sexes, get married, be- 
fore your passions become stubborn, and unyielding. 

VI. I may be told> that a yonng man should be 

4 
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at liberty to go about the world, and see the codd- 
trjy and its inhabitants, and become acquainted witb 
the manners and customs of people abroad — and 
that this privilege should be granted him, before he 
is encumbered with the cares of a family — that i£ 
he gets married, when young, he will be debarred 
this privilege — therefore, he ought not to marry 
when young. • 

I reason not af\er this manner: because a youog- 
man will be kept from roving, by marriage, he ought 
to marry. If he is possessed of a roving disposition, 
he may travel the world over, spend all he can get 
— break down his constitution. — contract evil hah* 
its, and unfit himself for the cares of a family.— 
Who are those men, for whom home has no charms.^ 
Who are they, that go from place to place 
seeking rest, but finding none? Who are they, 
that are engaged in the fruitless search for novel- 
ties, having left a family behind them? Aye — 
Who are those husbands, and fathers, who go home 
only, when they can go no where else? 

The answer is too plain, to admit of a misconcep- 
tion. They are the men, who cultivated a wander- 
ing turn of mind^ and a roving disposition, before 
they took wives. When young, they followed no 
guide but inclination; and because of remaining 
single too long, they became unstable in all their 
ways. 

Early marriage^ cures this roving tucaof mind. — 
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therefore, it is commendable. We could multiply 
reasons aod illustrations, dfd we conceive it to be 
necessary — but it is useless to go further. For 
those who would not be convinced ader what has 
been said, that early marriage is profitable, and of 
indescribable benefit both to individuals, and the 
community, would not be satisfied, if a large volume 
of facts were presented them. If in my illustration 
of this subject, I have awakened feelings of regret 
in the breast of the unmarried, that' they have re- 
mained single so long, they have only to change their 
situation as soon as possible — and may the Lord 
guide them in the choice of a suitable companion, and 
bless them with years of domestic peace and hap- 
piness. 



'x 



LECTURE III. 



Reelprocal Dntlei of Hiuliaiicl and Wife* 



Let every one oi you in particular so love his wife, even as 
himself: and Ihe wile see that she reverence her husband. 
£ph. 5: 88. 

In this lecture, I shall set forth my views, without 
fear, or favor — and in all my remarks, I shall aim 
at an exhibition of the plain unvarnished truth. — 
Let no truth which may be presented, be discarded, 
because it sets too closely upon the mind, or because 
it applies to an individual case. Let every one hear 
for himself, and not for his neighbor. 

In discourses of this character, the line must be 
drawn strait, however cr<»oked may be our course of 
conduct; but the strait line does not make the timber 
any more deformed — it only points out those parts 
which need improving. It is precisely so in a plain, 
and pointed, practical discourse — it sets before the 
minds of those who hear, many of the improprieties 
of conduct, of which they may be guilty, intho clear 
light of day; and presents them a mirror, in which 
they can see, both the correct and the incorrect 
course. 
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t now address myself, to those who sustaia 
the relation of husband and wife; — and they 
who remain single, but are candidates for the 
bonds of hymen, may derive some advantage from 
what we shall offer. But, whether this lecture will 
be interesting to others, the sequel will prove. 

Let those who have entered upon the duties and 
relations of the married life, duly consider, that they 
cannot break their present relation, at any moment 
they please. They are bound for life. The tie 
which unites their destinies for life, cannot be sev* 
ered for a trifling cause. 

They must be happy or miserable — and which 
shall be their lot, is for them to say. Seemg it is so, 
it becomes them to pause, and inquire, what course 
of conduct they must pursue, that 'gentle hymen^s 
.silken chains, may not prpve a plague of iron.' And 
they should rightly define, how they may render 
each other the most happy. 

I am aware, that some sagacioirs benefactors of 
our race, falsely so called, have advocated the opin*- 
ion, that the parties should not be bound by law, any 
longer than they please. This might answer rn a 
few individual cases, where virtue and love, dwell 
inthebreastsof each, as native plants; but it would 
be an unsafe doctrine for general practice. For, 
some there are,, who, being destitute of virtuous 
principles, would care for nothing but the gratifica- 
lioa of their beastly propensities. These are bound 
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only by the laws of the land — and to give them lib- 
erty to desert the confiding female, whenever they 
choose, would be to grant them the privilege of 
sporting with female affection, whenever their base- 
ness should dictate. 

This would bear hard upon the female portion of 
community, whose confiding hearts, would render 
them an easy prey, to the snares and artifices of 
those who He in wait to deceive. Thanks be to 
Heaven, the virtue and good sense of a majority of 
the community, will not suffer such sentiments to 
prevail. No; the doctrine of the scriptures is pre- 
ferred — that the husband and wife are both bound 
by the law, as long as life continues. But enough 
here. 

It may be well to notice the relation the parties 
sustain to each other. And here, we will be guided 
solely by the scriptures. I must, however, give 
place to the following comments of Matthew Henry, 
upon that part of the sacred history, which men- 
tions the formation of Eve, from a rib, which was 
taken out of Adam. He says: — Adam was first 
formed, then Eve, and she was made of the man; 
and for the man; all of which is urged as reasons 
for the humility, modesty, silence, and submissive- 
ness of the sex in general, and particularly the sub- 
jection and reverence which wives owe their hus- 
bands. Yet, man being made last of the creation, 
as the best and most excellent of all, Eve's being 
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foade afler Adam, and out of him, puts an honor 
upon the sex, as the glory of the man. If man is th« 
head, she is the crown; a crown to her husband, 
the crown of the visible creation. The roan was 
dust refined, but the woman was dustj double refin- 
ed, one remove further from the earth. Woman 
was made of a rib out of tho side of Adam; not 
aiade out of his head to top htm; nor out of his feet 
to be trampled upon by him, but out of his side to be 
equal with him; under his arm to be protected; and 
aear his heart, to be beloved. 

It is correctly stated, ia the preceding extract, 
that man is the head of the woman, and that the wo- 
man is the crown of the msm. This is supported by 
scripture. The husband is the head of the wife, 
even as -Christ is the head of the church. He is 
lord of the domestic group. But his wife is neither 
the foot, nor the head, nor the servant — but a com- 
panion, — • a help-meet — a crown. Our context is 
proof of this; but, as wo quoted it entire in the first 
lecture, we will not repeat it here. 

As the head and lord, the husband must provide, 
love, cherish, and protect. As an help-meet, and 
companion, the wife must exercise care, prudence 
and sympathy; and crown all his righteous endeav- 
ors, with approbation and cheerfulness. When sor- 
row overtakes him, she must extend sympathy — 
^ in the hour of trouble^ pour the oil of Joy into 
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his bosom, and administer consolation to his beavj 
heart, and thus heal his wounded spirit. 

In this lecture it will not be proper to notice tht 
motives which may have induced the union, concern* 
ing the duties of which, we are to discourse. It is 
formed. The tie cannot be broken. The eonnee* 
tion cannot be dissolved. Now, the inquiry is — 
How shall domestic peace be secured ? What dih 
ties must be discharged by each, to the end, thai 
the journey of life may be tranquil, lovely and hap- 
py ? These are questions of great moment — fraught 
with unspeakable impoitance to the parties. 

As the husband stands at the head of the domes- 
tic circle, the duties wlvich belong to him, must be 
noticed first; and although many different opinions 
prevail with regard to the duties he must perform, 
we need not err, if we suffer ourselves to be guided 
by the voice of inspiration. No duty is more clearly 
set forth in the sacred volume, than that which the 
husband owes to the wife. Guided by the light, 
which emanates from the holy page of divine truth, 
I remark: — 

I.. This HUSBANn must prove himself a fro- 

TECTOR, 

The wife, when she Ijdaves her father's mansion, 
and putu herself under the care of her husband, 
looks to him for protection. He is the only being 
on earth to whom she can go in the hour of her ca» 
Iqjnity, fpr redress, with confidence. There wevi^ 
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rs, who would have gladly stepped forth in her 
nee; but, now her situation is changed, and 
jmstances render it improper for them to interfere, 
has virtually renounced the world, from which 
has selected one, to whom she cleaves with un- 
ied affection; and he must be unworthy the 
e of husband, who would suffer the wife of his- 
ce, to appeal to him in vain. At all times, he 
lid make it a point to exercise protection, and 
nee; that she may feel assured, that her call 
lis protecting arm to be stretched forth, will not 
aade in vain. For in this, he makes good the or-- 
ince of nature, secures her affection, and confi- 
ne, and entitles himself to the praise, and good 
lion, of all righteous citizens and neighbors. 
I. The husband must fro^vide for the wants 

[IS COMFANIO-N. 

here is good reason to believe, that much ofthe 
estic infelicity, with which the world abounds, 
Bs from the improvidence of the husband, or 
i of the family. It very seldom happens, that 
ord and strife reign in that -house, where the 
)and provides the comforts of life, according to 
ihility, and means. And when he neglects to 
'ide those things, which are absolutely requisite 
Dmfort, he ought to blame no one but himself, if 
ord makes its appearance, followed by misery, 
say the husband must provide; for the holy man 
jiod. declares — ' Ke that provideth aot fur his 
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own, especially for those of his own household^ 
denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.' 
when I speak of his providing, I do not refer 
p]/ to furnishing his family with enough to 
drink, and wear — and procuring a house to shetei 
them from the storm, and wood to keep them 
— for, this is no more than the merciful man d 
for his beast. He must provide for the mental com- 
ioTt of his wife. He must seek to make her happj. 
He must take as much pains to accomplish this ob* 
ject, now that he is married, as he did before hev« 
married. Therefore, he must not render her unbtp- 
py through inattention. How often do wives safe 
from neglect; and can a husband reasonably expeet 
domestic felicity, when be neglects its cultivaiioB? 
He cannot. Let the husband look well to the wants 
of his family, and strive, by an observance of thi 
smaller, as well as the weightier matters, to reader 
the situation of his companion agreeable, and tiM 
members of his household, contented and happy. 
Let him prefer home to every other place; and nev« 
er suffer the opinion to become established in tbs 
mind of his wife, that he returns home, only, wheo 
he can find no where else to go. 

A wife will readily submit to the absence of her 
husband, when duty or business require it; but the 
idea, that he abandons her society, because he cao 
find more agreeable companions elsewhere, does oot 
satisfy her; and the thought, that he once devoted 
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is Spare hours to her, will haunt her, ( as the 
its of departed enemies, haunt the lovers of the 
vellous,) whenever he neglects her; if she be 
iible of his indifierence. The husband, there- 
, should look afler the small items in the sum of 
piness, if he would establish the reign of peace 
concord, within his borders. For, however tri- 
l and insignificant these may appear, they are, 
ertheless, of untold importance to domestic felic- 

[I. The husband must love his wife. 
le must not only love her, but love her as him- 
' Husbands,' saith Paul, * love your wives, 
a as Christ loved the church, and gave himself 
it — so ought men to love their wives, as their 
I bodies; he that loveth his wife loveth himself 
no man ever yet hated his own flesh, but nour- 
ih, and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church. ' 
iu again, in the language of the text — * Let ev- 
one of you in particular, so love his wife, even 
limself ' 

elf love is the husband's standard. His affection 
his wife, must be regulated by his love for 
self. This is a correct standard, and by it the 
I of duty is made plain before him. No one is so 
itute of the power of perception, as not to know 
strength of his devotion to his own person; and 
very few are so weak in judgment, a^to be un- 
) to decide ^what will be the course pursued by 
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the roan, who- is under the influence of that t] 
which teaches us to do unto others, as we w< 
that they should do unto us. The same afie 
care, attention, watchfulness, and love, which 
husband bestows upon himself, must be exercised 
wards his wife. This is needful to retain her 
tion, and secure her peace of mind. It was bj 
course like this, that he secured her affectioat 
and it must be by the same process, that those 
tions can only be perpetuated. 

In reference to this particular, the husband has 
ly to inquire how he first obtained the affectiooi 
his wife, in order to know what course he mutt 
jiue, to retain them. This object was accoroplisl 
by love and unwavering kindness. Let the sameW 
done now, and the warm and mellow emotions of 
jiigaltenderness, will be kept alive on the altar 
the pure and virtuous heart. For no female cao 
so dead to kindness, as to render hatred in return fK 
habitual love. 

it is not love in profession barely; that will ool 
answer the purpose. It must be love in reality — 
in word and action. To say we love, and then Kt 
as though we hated, will do but little good. Lort 
must be manrfested in every thing the husband sayih 
and does. vi 

IV. The husband must not be bitter againitii 

HIS WIFE. 1l 

* Husbands/ says the author of our iitxt, ' \o^ 
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P- ' --^ ' 

ir wives, and be not bitter against them.' Bitter- 
is too oflen manifested by a large majority of 
lands, when they do not fully realize it. For 
iple: The husband comes home from his daily 
ition, and finds his wife surrounded by a num- 
of children, who are not so good natured as they 
^ht be. His wife, not having an unusual share 
[patience, is, as a matter of course, a little out of 
She answers him, in tones, not so pleasant 
ithose he was wont to hear. He reciprocates, in 
)8 equally, if not more bitter, than the provoca- 
and their contention soon becomes great, and 
tens the entire prostration of their peace and 
uneas. 

it, if the husband had remained cool, and self- 
ted, and returned sofl answers, for all the harsh 
improper remarks of his wife, the whole storm 
soon have spent itself without harm — the 
Is would have given place to a clear sky, and 
fair sun of dojmestic concord, would have shone 
them; and they would have rejoiced in the 
i\ of his beams. 

^Bitterness, is a root, from which numerous evils 
ring. It should be crushed the moment it makes 
appearance. If it makes its appearnce, it should 
be permitted to grow. Let the domestic al- 
nevor be contaminated byr its baneful flavor, 
is a noxious plant, which will grow without 
iivatioa. Spare no pains to eradicate it, root 
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aod branch, from the sacred empire of h^men; aoll 
never let its branches be spread, nor its root b^)i 
found, in the domestic garden. 

Destroy the spirit of bitterness, and you will 
be troubled with those severe, satirical, and b 
remarks, which tend to convert home into a cage 
unclean birds, and a den of ferocious animals, 
very little precaution on the part of the hush 
will save himself, and those who are with him, 
months of unpleasantness, and years of miseijii 
And the prudent man, will seek to perpetuate Uijli 
bliss, and lay up a good foundation for after h 
ness. ' The prudent man forseeth the evil and 
eth himself; but the foolish passeth on and is pui 
ished.' 

Believing I have pointed out full as many, if not 
more duties, than a majority of husbands will pat i 
practice, I will dismiss this part of our subject, 
proceed to notice the duties of the wife — beseech- 
iug the husband, not to lose sight of bis own dl* 
ty, in contemplating that of his wife. 

II. The duties of the wife. 

I shall speak with plainness, having in view thf 
good of those whom I address : aiming to set fortii 
fought but what shall harmonize with the truth. — 
And I beseech wives, of all conditions, and ageii 
to hear me partiently. The duty of the wife, B 
no^less plain than that of her husband. And thit ^ 
may so appear, we will notice — 
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I. The wife must reverence her husband. 

Nothing appears more lovely and attractive in 

die wife, than a reverence for her husband. If she 

Isoks up to him for protection, she is in duty bound 

reverence him. I do not nvean that she should 

^rship him as a God — nor that she should bestow 

him, that homage, which is duo to the Creator. 

It, I do mean, that she should respect him as her 

and protector — as her counsellor and friend — 

the most valuable object on earth — as the father 

her children. And whenever she addresses him, 

should bo with the full recollection, that he is her 

(bapd, her companion; and not her slave. 

To pursue this course, will not only add to her 

ice of mind, but will clothe her with dignity, and 

ity, in the eyes of those, whose opinion is worth 

loring. It will also inspire hirn with confidence 

her, and cause him to have respect to her opinion. 

wife who thinks to rise in the good opinion of 

husband, by a downright disregard of all he say» 

does, is grossly deceived; and if she does not 

list from her present course, she may chance to 

»ver her mistake, when it is too late to remedy 

evil. A wife need not be afraid she shall have 

good an opinion of her husband — for the more 

[ted her opinion of his talents and virtues, the 

iter will be her peace and comfort. 

My fair hearers, look around you, and see what 

Ives are the most hwppy. Are uot those the mosl 
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to be envied, who revere their husbands? Do thou 
wives, who take every occasion, particularly if • 
stranger is present, to speak disparagingly of their 
companions, possess true felicity? Does any OM 
envy them their bliss? No. Those only are happy, 
and entitled to the name of an agreeable help-meet, 
who obey the direction of our text; — 'Wives ref- 
erence your husbands.' Those who do thus, are 
honored and respected. They throw a charm over 
the holy circle of domestic love, and bind to their 
souls, the afiections of the husband. Beneath, their r 
smile, pure and unadulterated affection, with fidelity 
and contentment, grow and flourish, as in the gar- 
den of heaven. *- ii 

And if you will be at the trouble to look aroond L 
you,, and make the examination, you will not only u 
see the truth of what I say, but you will also make » 
the discovery, that the husbands of reverential wives, t: 
are more respected, and honored, than they of the L 
opposite class. If the wife treats her husband with 1i 
contempt, she ought not to wonder, nor think it b 
strange, if others do the same. But let her condact |[ 
towards him be according to the doctrine of the text, 
and she will bring down upon his head a crown ,of 
glory, and imperishable renown. 

2d. Tub wife must obey her husband. 

The word obey, as used in this connection, doei 
not sound agreeably to a majority of wives, lliey 
are not pleased with being told» that they must obey 
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r husbaods. Nevertheless, the scriptures do 
t clearly set forth this duty. Hear the follow- 
— * Wives, obey your husbands in the Lord, 
this is well pleasing unto God.' And again; 
ves, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, 
jnto the Lord. For the husband is the head 
le wife, even as Christ is the head of the church; 
efore, as the church is subject unto Christ, so 
the wives be to their own husbands, in every 
g.* This is strong language; but as a preacher 
le.gospel, I am bound to declare it faithfully; 
out fear or favor. 

et us modify this requirement of obedience, by 
ng, that more implicit obedience was required 
le apostolic age, by the husband, of the wife, 
. is expected at the present day. Before the 
ing of Christ, as well as during the time he was 
arth, wives were mere slaves. Jesus destroyed 
iistinction which had so long existed between 
parties, in this respect, and lefl them to enjoy 
priveleges conferred on each, by the God of 
re. 

hasuerus made a law, that every man should 
his own house; and if the husband could not 
srn by one system of means, he was at liberty to 
»t another. But Jesus, though he directs the 
to . obey the husband, instructs the husband 
lie his house, and his wife — 'in lote.' And 
a he requires obedience of the wifoj to the hua- 
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band, he caasestfae line of obedicece to be drawn, 
io these word^r — 'Wives, ohej joer hoabAiids i» 
the Lord;* and bj tiMs I underslaiid, that the wife 
most obserre those reqairemeflls of her hasband 
which are con^nial with the requisitions of the 
perfect law of liberty. Implicit obedience, is not 
required; cannot be recei red; most not be looked 
for; and shonld not be expected; and the afibction- 
ate and dutiful husband, will not ask it. 

Some husbands are unreasonable in their com- 
mands; and their orders cannot be obeyed, erea 
should their wives be ever so much disposed to 
serve them. It most thereiure be kept in mind, 
that she is to obey in the Lord. If the husband re- 
quires anj thing unreasonable, or contrary to the 
New Testament, the wife ooght not obey him. But 
she should refuse in the spirit and manner of a 
Christian, and assign a reason therefor. 

It is plain, however, that Hie wise and discreet 
husbancf, will lay no unreasonable commands on his 
wife ; if he should chance to do so, it will be an er- 
ror in judgment; and when he discovers his error, 
and is convince<i of having done wrong, he will forth- 
with abandon it. And it is presumed, that no rea- 
sonable wife, will object to this species of obedience. 

9d. The wife should avoid jls much as rot- 

81BLE, AXL DISPUTATION WITH HER HUSBAIID. 

It always has an evil appearance, for a wife to en- 
gage in bitter disputation, with, her hvaband — es-^- 
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pecially in public. If he is in error, and she knows 
it, let her communicate the intelligence to him at 
home, when they are alone; when no ear but God's 
can hear, — and he will be more likely to hear, 
and receive it, than he will if the communication is 
made in public, in the presence of a company of 
strangers. And, should he be stubborn, and un- 
willing to be corrected, it will be only in appearance; 
he will most assuredly profit by the correction. If 
you doubt this, give the plan a short trial, if you 
have not already; and if you do not find the practice 
commendable, and fruitful in that which is good, you 
can abandon it, and resort to your old plan. But, 
be sure you do not abandon it, until you have given 
it a fair trial. 

Again: If wives are anxious to secure the society, 
and company, of their husbands at home, there is but 
one method to be adopted, to accomplish this object. 
Do you inquire. What is that? I reply — If you 
would drive them away, and make them chbose any 
other place than home, prepare for them a cool, and 
ungracious reception — lecture them severely, when- 
ever they come into your presence — magnify all 
their foibles — never throw the mantle of charity 
over their imperfections — and be sure that you em- 
brace every opportunity, to render home unpleasant. 
This do, and you will accomplish your object. The 
hunbandy then, will go home, only when he can go 
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no where else. He will remain in jour societj on- 
ly when he ia obliged to. 

But, if you would secure his company, and have 
all his leisure hours devoted to yourself, you must 
strive to render home the most delightful place on 
earth. When the husband is abroad, and the thought 
ofhome comes into his mind, it should be associated 
with a pleasant companion, who is striving to ar- 
range her domestic concerns, so that she can wel- 
come him to a home of neatness, order, cheerful- 
ness, and peace. It is not enough that the wife ia 
prudent; that she keeps her house neat; her person 
clean; and manages her domestic afiairs well. This, 
I say, is not sufficient. She must keep her spirit in 
due subjection. If she does feel a little unpleasant 
at his leaving home unnecessarily, let this be sup- 
pressed, and kept secret — or, if it is made known 
to him, let it be done in the spirit of kindness, and 
and in words of deep affection. And, when he re- 
turns home, receive him with pleasure, and heart- 
felt delight — with emotions which none but the de- 
voted wife can feel — which none but the faithful 
husband can fully appreciate. 

He cannot long resist such charms. He will re- 
turn to his home, as the weary dove returned to the 
ark, because no other place affords him rest. There 
will he concentrate his afiections. There, will his 
weary soul rest with inefiable joy. And home, will 
be to him, preferable to all other places on earth. 
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Let it be remembered, both by the husband and 
the wife, that there are imperfections, and faults, 
on both sides. Neither the husband, nor the wife, 
do precisely as they ought to, and as they wish to, 
in every case. There are many imprudences on 
the part of each. Hence the importance, of mutual 
forbearance, and forgiveness. The broad mantle of 
Christian charity must be thrown over the frailties 
of each other. When this is done, domestic peace 
and felicity will flourish, as native plants. But, let 
charity and forbearance be dispensed with, and you 
will have a hell upon earth — a tophet. For no 
worse place of misery can be conceived of than 
that family circle, where these godlike virtues are 
not cultivated. 

There should also be mutual confidence exercised. 
No attempt at concealment should be made by either. 
All should be openness, and plain dealing. 1 he 
least lack of confidence, on either side, will engen- 
der distrust; distrust, will ripen into jealously; the 
latter will give birth to strife. And when strife shows 
itself openly, farewell, a long farewell to the com- 
forts of social life. The wife, being the bosom com* 
panion of the husband, should not be kept in total 
ignorance of all he does. It is for his interests to 
let her knew how he prospers. His pecuniary af- 
fairs may assume such a character, that it is neces- 
sary to practice the most rigid economy ; but how 
can the wife know this, unless she receives the in- 
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telligence from him? She may hear it from others 
— but she feels bound to believe nothing discredita- 
ble to htm, except on the most indubitable evidence* 

The husband need not go to his wife, as the little 
boy would go to his mother — but he may speak of 
his afiairs'in her presence, with the same freedom 
he would in the presence of his other friends. This 
course will secure her confidence, respect, and rev- 
erence. 

And the same openness should characterize the 
wife. And while by prudence, and economy, she 
saves, and takes care of the amount earned by her 
husband, and the things he provides for the comfort 
of the family, let her also carefully guard his reputa- 
tion; let that be to her, dearer than the apple of her 
eye. Let her also watch over his temper, and allay 
the rising passion by the soothing power of afiec- 
tion*s voice, employed in giving utterance to words 
of wisdom. This do, ye wives who now hear me, 
and you will both save yourselves, and your hus- 
bands, and hide a multitude of sins. Yes, you will 
prove yourselves help-meets indeed: — and all shall 
rejoice to acknowledge, that Solomon was correct 
whea he said — *A virtuous woman, is a crown to 
her husband — she will do him good, and not evil, 
all the days of her life. The heart of her husband 
shall safely trust in her, and he shall have no need 
of spoil.' 

I have now completed the task of this lecture. — 
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How near I have <;ome to doing justice to the sub- 
ject I have been elucidating, is left for others to de- 
cide. The leading theme upon which I have dwelt, 
is one of great moment; and I exceedingly regret, 
that I have not been able to do it more ample justice. 
Nevertheless, such as my lecture is, it is respect- 
fully submitted Iq persons in married life, in the 
hope and prayer, that it may assist them in the right 
discharge of their respective duties. 

May the Lord add his blessing, and guide us all 
safely through life's meandering journey, unto his 
Jiiogdom on hi^h^ through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
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AdTlee to Tonns Hen* 



Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded. Titos %: $. 

It is possible, that some who hear me, maj ask 
this question — why do you direct your discoarte 
particularly to young men ? I shall reply to this an- 
ticipated question, by stating — that I know the evilt 
which lie in the path of young men, who have bui 
just commenced the career of life for themselves. — 
I know the hourly temptations to which they are ex- 
posed ; I feel anxious to throw before them a few 
hints, which may assist them in avoiding the snares 
by which they are beset ; and help them to walk in 
the ways of wisdom, which are pleasantness and 

peace. 
I am satisfied that impressions can be made upon 

the minds of the young, which cannot be upon those 

who are far advanced in life. As people grow oU, 

they become more and more set, unyielding, and 

self-conceited. With such, we can do but little. — 

But those who have but just emerged from their 

minorship, to manhood, having been accustomed to 
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receive advice, and act at the suggestion of others, 
may be operated upon by the counsels of truth -~ 
and the admonitions which are dealt out to them, 
will not be like water spilt upon the ground. 

As such are accustomed to be counseled, I can- 
not persuade myself to believe, that they will suffer 
a few candid, and friendly admonitions, to pass un- 
heeded; pr that they will turn a deaf ear to the 
?oice of entreaty. 

Besides — I feel a strong and ardent solicitude 
for the well being of this portion of community. — 
Our country, under the Divine protection, is depen- 
dant on our young men for prosperity. The good of 
our nation — the purity and perpetuity of our insti- 
tutions — and the morality of the whole world, rests 
on, and is intervoven with, the integrity of ouryoung 
men. It is for them to preserve our liberty for after 
generations — it is for them to say, whether our 
wholesome laws and righteous institutions shall be 
transmitted unimpaired, and free from pollution, down 
to succeeding generations. 

When I look around me, and behold these grey- 
beaded sires, who favor us with their presence, as 
oft as the Sabbath returns, I associate with their 
hoary hairs the thought, that they must soon retire 
from the stage of busy life, and leave their places to 
be occupied by their sons. And O, how important 
it is, that the sons prepare themselveato fill the plac- 
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es of their fathers, with honor to themselves, aoi |f 
profit and happiness to all connected with them. 

I address young men particularly, because, as a 
gospel preacher, I am particularly instructed so ti 
•do, by the author of our text — * Young men exhort 
to be sober minded.^ Numerous are the instanCM 
in scripture, in which particular attention is bestow* 
€d on this class. The royal Psalmist counsels tbo 
young men, by inquiring — *Wherewitli shall • 
young man cleanse his ways? By taking heed there- 
unto, according to thy word.' St. Paul directs young 
Timothy, to — ' Flee youthful lust, and practice holi- 
ness in the fear of the Lord — let no man despise thj 
youth.' And he made it the duty of Timothy to— 
' Entreat the younger men as brethren' — and of 
Titus, to — 'Exhort young men to be sober minded.' 
With such guides before me, I feel no backwardneu 
in devoting one discourse wholly to young men. 

Young men are not exhorted, in our text, to be of 
a sober countenance — for a man may be of a sober 
countenance, and yet be destitute of a sober mind. 
To be sober minded, does not imply a sorrowful de- 
portment. A young man is not required to forego 
the comforts and wholesome amusements of life; — 
nor to go with his head bowed down like a bulrush, 
in order to heed the exhortation of our text. The 
whole duty enjoined by the words we have choeea 
to guide our reflections on the present occasion, may 
be reduced to the following paraphrase: — Exhort 
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»ung men to be virtuous and intelligent — discreet 
id industrious — prudent and economical — wise 
id benevolent; — in a word — exhort them to be 
I the gospel requires. Teach them to refrain from 
I irregularities — to observe temperance in all 
ings — to be kind, pitiful, courteous and charita- 
e; — and in every thing, to regulate their conduct 
' the perfect law of liberty, and to live in hope of 
e sober realities of eternity. Such is the substance 
the direction, * Young men exhort to be sober 
inded.' And to make the subject of this lecture 
B better understood, let us give a further illustra- 
in in a few particulars. I shall suppose myself ad- 
essing those who are but just emerging from youth 
manhood, or who have but just commenced acting 
r themselves. To such I would observe — 

Ist. To BE SOBER MINDED, TOU MUST ESTABLISH A 
LINCIFLE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND INTEGRITY IN YOUR 
[NDS, AND ACT AGREEABLY TO ITS SUGGESTIONS, AT 
.L TIMES. 

That is a miserable policy, adopted by some young 
BD, to vary and warp their judgment, to suit exist* 
g circumstances. Perhaps I am not sufficiently 
ifinite here. Therefore I will illustrate. Some 
»ung men, when they commence business, aim on* 
for wealth and popularity. These they are deter- 
ined to acquire at all hazards. Integrity is thrown 
tirely out of the question. The truth is sacrificed 
it ia thought circumstances require; and not the 
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least attention is bestowed upon the cultivatkM 
virtuous principles. The great and all mbsorbi 
principle of their lives, is — get money, and a 
fame ; accomplish these objects honorablj and 
estiy, if you can; but, accomplish them at any riMf] 

Are these young men sober minded ? Will 
long retain a respectable standing in society^ 
not a sudden fall be theirs? Will not ruin ove 
them? And when it is too late to avert their jui 
merited anguish, will they not be led to exclaim 
' How have I hated instruction, and how have I dci^| 
pised reproof?' It is seems to me, that it does aal 
lequire a seer to give a correct answer to tbett 
questions. 

By establishing in your minds a principle of right* ^ 
eousness, I mean that you should act in oppoeitioa ' 
to this course. In every instance, be determined to 
practice the reverse of what we have noticed, asb^ ' 
ing improper. On all occasions, and in ever noder- . 
taking, let the inquiry be — What is right? Whit' 
is just? Which is the proper course? And wbet 
the path of duty is pointed out, and made plain be- 
fore yon, walk therein; and you will rise in the good 
opinion of the wise and virtuous — and the esteoM 
of the holy shall be yours. 

Read the Bible history — consult the record of 
nations — converse with ag9s past, and hold cook 
munion with days of old — and you will perceive, 
that the mind dwells with delight upon the cbarao- 
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irs of those men, who held fast their integrity, and 
Ted and walked uprightly. How was Solomon ap- 
lauded and esteemed, when he lived virtuously, 
lid sought wisdom from on high ? But when he de- 
arted from his uprightness, and gave his heart to 
DOW madness, and folly, he fell in the esteem of 
II, and brought a stain upon his character, which 
'ill never be wiped off, until all beings are redeem- 
d by the blood of the Lamb. In what terms of ad- 
liration does the sacred penman speak of Josiah ; 
'(lo, when young, sought the Most High God? 
md time would fail me, to enumerate all the instan- 
DS on record which set forth the superior advanta- 
es of an upright course of conduct «— the health- 
il fruits, which spring abundantly from a principle 
f righteousness. 

II. To BE SOBER MINDED, TOUNO MEN MUST BE- 
OMK ANXIOUS IN(IUIRERS AFTER THE TRUTH. 

To be inquirers after the truth, does not imply 
cepticbm. There is a wide difference between in- 
uiring afler the truth, and being unsettled upon 
very point. Seize the truth, wherever you can 
od it. Bind it to your hearts. ' Buy the truth, but 
sU it not.' Condemn no sentiment unheard — and 
idge of no matter before you know it. Remember 

is written — * He that judgeth a matter before he 
noweth it, it is folly and shame unto him.' 

Let all your investigations be conducted under 
le influence of a desire to know the truth. The. 
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truth can do you no harm; but it will make you free; 
it will fill your soul with good. The truth will bear 
the test of examination — and the more you exaoK 
ine it, and bring reason to bear upon it, the better 
it appears. It is therefore absolutely necessary ftm 
you to become, ifyou are not so already, candid ii- 
quirers afler the truth, to secure soberness of mind. 

III. To BE SOBER MINDED, TOU MUST SEARCH TBI 
SCRIPTURES DAILY. 

No one practice tends more to the elevation of 
the affections of mankind, especially the youth, thti 
searching the scriptures. This practice gives the 
right turn to the powers of the mind. It fixes in the 
soul, a correct standard of action, and lays down a 
rule, which, if observed, will guide to honor and 
renown. 

I have known young men, who were naturaRj 
given to frivolity and dissipation; and whose wajii 
were exceedingly pernicious. These were a fruit- 
ful scuice of trouble to their parents, and those who 
had charge of them. They continued in this course 
until all foundation fur hope seemed to have fled; and 
when their parents were about to abandon all expec* 
tation of their reformation, they commenced, from 
various motives, the task of studying the Scriptures. 
This had the desired effect. From that time the 
work of reformation commenced. They changed 
their manner of life. They became sober in mind- 
chaste in conversation — and upright in all their 
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Rulings. I have many such instances in mind, 
while I now address jou. And hence it is, if I can 
induce a joung man, who is rude and ungentleman* 
\j, to read the Scriptures, I feel safe concerning 
liini — for I am satisfied, that the eflfect will be salu- 
tary. His mind, and spirit, will be renewed. His 
whole life will be changed — and soberness of 
Mind, he will most certainly possess. 
I distinctly recollect the effect, the constant study 
the Scriptures had on a young man of my acquain* 
ee. He was wild and giddy, bestowing but lit- 
thought upon things sacred, and caring for little 
, than the gratifications of the moment. He wa» 
It length induced, by the recommendation of a par- 
licalar friend, to commence reading the bible, a book 
be had long neglected. He first commenced read- 
ing the historical parts of the holy volume, at the 
ife of seventeen; a change was soon perceived ia 
conduct. He became more manly, and sedate. 
fie laid aside his boyish pranks. He went regular- 
;!f to church on the Sabbath, and has not been absent 
'hm the sanctuary, one Sabbath since; though be* 
^ore, he had not been within the doors of a me^tiog- 
house, for three years. 

From the historical parts of the bible, he went to 
hose which are more doctrinal, and practical. He 
Ontinued his research, while others were amusing 
llemselves with idle sports, and injurious practices, 
mil he made himself faxmliar with a large portioa of 
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the lively oracles. He lost no interest in the toI* 
ume of holy writ, from frequent perusal — hut 
found the words of the poet to be strictly correot: — 

*'Ti8 a broad land, of wealth nnknown. 

Where sprinf^s of life arise; 
Seeds of immortal bliss are sown. 

And hidden glory lies.* 

And the change produced, was not a mere temporal 
afiair — it has continued until now; and I express 
his feelings, when I say, that, although he is but one 
year this side of thirty, and for tMielve years hat 
made the bible his study, he finds it as interesting 
now, as it was at the commencement. His satisfac- 
tion in attending public worship has not diminished, 
as is evident from the fact, that for more than elev- 
en year? he has not been absent from church one 
Sabbath. Ten years out of the eleven, he has been 
engaged in communicating to the people, in various 
places, the pleasing sentiments, which are contain* 
ed in the pages of inspiration. But, of his abilities 
as a preacher, and of his success as a minister of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, you may all judge, when I in- 
form you, that you are now receiving these state- 
ments from his own mouth — for it is he who now- 
addresses you. 

You will pardon me this personal allusion, and 
think me not egotistical in the remaiks I have o^ 
fered — for I have stated these things, only for the 
purpose of inducing young men to search the Scrip- 
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tores. Bear with me one moment longer on this 
point, while I show you that the same effects are 
attributed to the ' lively oracles,' by those who spoke 
u they were moved upon by the Holy Ghost. 

What said Paul to Timothy? Hear his words — 
' And that from a child, thou hast known the holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation, through faith that is in Christ Jesus.' 
Hearken also to the words of the Psalmist, * Where-> 
inth shall a young man cleanse his ways? By tak** 
ing heed thereunto, according to thy word.' Then, 
foung men, let me entreat you to search the Scrips 
tures. 

IV. To BE SOBER MINDED, YOUNO MEN MUST 
IMPROVE ALL THEIR LEISURE HOURS IN AC (QUIRING 
INFORMATION. n 

There are many within the circle of my acquaint* 
uice, who have reached the meridian of life, in a 
state of comparative ignorance, and have brought 
ilong with them, all the peculiarities of childhood. 
Having neglected to improve their leisure hours in 
icqoiring information, they have become men, with- 
>t|t patting away childish things^ Men they are, in 
ige, and stature, but children in understanding, 
rbere are but very few, who grow up in a state of 
^orance, who have not wasted time enough, which, 
lad it been devoted to reading and study, would have 
esnlted in a good education. They have foolishly 
qoaodered away their hours, and remamed in ig*- 

6 
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norance, when they might have garnered uptht 
precious seeds of knowledge, and stored their mindi 
with substantial good. 

Say not, young men, that you have no time t» 
read and study. You have time. You have manj 
opportunities^ They may be smaU — but, if you im- 
prove them, you will be furnished with others. Say 
Bot, that you have no time for reading, meditatioo,. 
and study-, while the histories of Robinson, White,, 
and Franklin, are within your reach. Fellow tho 
example they havelefl, and you shall grow inknowl-^ I 
edge, increase in wisdom, and shine in the worid^ 3 
as men of intelligence. ^ 

y. To BE SOBER MINDED, TOUNG MBlf MUST AB$(h ^ 
CBATE WITH. WISE MEN. ' 

Many a young man, bas been lodi to destruction, : 
by profligate companions. Select, therefore, for yoor f 
companions or associates, those who are as virtaom^ 4 
and intelligent as yourself, and as much more so, af | 
possible. From such, you will obtsin informatioo--' 
tnd they will aid you in forming a< righteous charae* 
ter, and in acquiring a good name. Solomon has> 
said, ' He that walketh with wis& men, shall be wiser 
but a companion of fools, shall be destroyed.' Profr 
13. 12. 

And every young man should make it » practice^ 
to spend some portion of his time in th9 society of 
discreet^ and- virtuous females. They will, by their 
affiible manners^ and chaste and intelligent oomEtf^ 
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sation, lop off your coarseness of language, and free 
you from clownishness of deportment; and do more 
towards making you polite, without fastideousness, 
than all the books upon the subject can ever do; 
yea, they will give you a polish, which cannot be 
acquired by reading. 

And, when you come to form that holy connec- 
tion, which shall never be dissolved, except by the 
expelling hand of death, be sober and temperate, 
in your choice. Do not be governed by fashion, 
fancy, or passion; but let the understanding lead, 
and the affections follow their guidance. Choose a 
wife, who will be a suitable companion for you — 
and in this arrangement, let a virtuous principle die- 
tate the proper course. Do not be influenced by 
popularity, nor the love of money, nor present con- 
venience — but by duty, and pure affection. And 
when you have united your destiny with another, in 
the holy bonds of matrimony, conduct towards your 
companion, as the Scripture directs, and you will 
not fail to render every day, and hour, of your do- 
mestic life, tranquil, lovely, and happy. 

VI. To BE SOBER MINDED YOU MUST MAINTAIN 
An INDEPENDENT COURSE OF CONDUCT TOWARDS ALL. 

I mean by this, every young man should independ- 
ently profess his sentiments, without first stoping to 
inquire, what will be the most fashionable and pop- 
ular. Sometimes, the young Doctor, Lawyer, Mer- 
chant, or MechaniCi goes into a strange city, cor 
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village, and establishes himself in business. He feels 
of the public pulse, and soon determines who are the 
most popular men in the place. Having done this, 
he strives to cultivate an acquaintance with them, 
and secure their favor; and it is to be feared, that 
this is frequently done, at the expense of truth, and 
an upright course of conduct. 

The next step to be taken, is, to ascertain which 
religious society is the most popular. This discov- 
ery being made, he professes that religion, and at- 
tends regularly at the most popular church. There 
are many cases of this character. And such hire- 
ling sycophants are not like angels visits — 'few and 
far between ' — there are many of them. But, are 
they respected? No; they are secretly despised, 
by the very persons, whose favor they are attempt- 
ing to gain. And they will, ere long, be regarded 
in their true light; as crouching sycophants, who 
will sacrifice honor, and independence, for a paltry 
sum of gold. They are not sober minded. 

How much more honorable, and praiseworthy, 
would be a strait forward course of conduct. Every 
one will secretly respect the young man, who is hon- 
est, and independent, so far as his nature will 
permit. All of us are dependent in a too fold 
sense — first, on God: Secondly, on each other. 
But there is a species of independence, which ena- 
bles us to think, with our own brains; and see, with 
our own eyes — - to judge of ourselves what ia right, 
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id proceed accordingly; and this is what I would 
commend, as being essential to a sober mind. — 
ut, those young men, who court favor in the man- 
iv just hinted at, are destitute of this independence, 
id will not fail to bring down upon their heads, the 
tntempt of those very persons, into whose good 
aces they are seeking to initiate themselves. If 
»u desire proof of the correctness of this, you have 
ily to open your eyes, and look around in society; 
id you will discover evidences enough of the truth 
what I say. Be satisfied with the evidence; 
id do not try the experiment. Be independent. 

VII. To BE SOBER MINDED, TOUNG MEN MUST NOT 
lOLECT THE PUNCTUAL ATTENDANCE ON THE PUBLIC 

)RSHiF OF God. 

A neglect of the sanctuary, leads to other and 
irtling consequences. Those who have lived long, 
d closely observed human nature, have given u» 
3 result of their experience, in this one particult^r. 
ley inform us, that they have never known an in* 
ince, in which a young man has neglected public 
irship, without wandering far, very far from the 
th of rectitude. How many of those who have 
plated their crimes under the gallows, or who are 
w immured within the gloomy walb of a dungeon^ 
Q date their sinful career, from the time they re- 
ved to neglect the house of prayer, and to suffer 
> call of the church going bell, to die away upon 
»r ears without effect. Do not permit its . toll to 
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call jou to church in vain. Listen to its ktncllj in- 
yitation. Go according to the moral precepts which 
fall from the lips of God's servant, according to the 
language of Holy Writ, and the blessed fruits of ho- 
liness, and the bliss of virtue, shall be yours. 

I have noticed this particularly, because the punc- 
tual attendance on the public worship of God, isbj 
many young men regarded as a matter of trivial im- 
portance. Let no such thoughts find a permanent 
resting place in your minds. Weigh this subject 
thoroughly, and act respecting it, as the wisdom of 
God dictates — so shaltthou be abundantly blessed 
from on high. 

VIII. To BE SOBER MINDED, TOUNO MEN MUST 
BEWARE OF INTEMPERANCE IN EVERY THING — PAB- 
TICULARLT IN REFERENCE TO INTOXICATING DRINKS. 

I say you must beware of intemperance in every 
thing; for intemperance is an extreme; and all ex- 
tremes are injurious, both to those who run into 
them, and to those who are their associates. A me- 
dium course is the only safe and proper one. It is 
the only one that can secure for us health, compe- 
tence and happiness. I speak now only with refer- 
ence to the common pursuits of life — those pursuits 
and practices to which all are given. 

But there are many things, in regard to which, 
temperance resolves itself into total abstinence. I 
mean to say, that the only safe course to be pursued 
with regard to many things, is, to abstain from then 
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[together. In the language of Scripture, we must 
touch not, taste not, handle not.* These remarlra 
re made with strict reference to tha(t species of in- 
tmperance, that debases the man — prostrates the 
owers of the body and mind — brings on disease 
nd premature death — and clothes the remembrance 
ad the name of the intemperate with 'drshonor and 
bame. Beware, yonng men, of strong drink. Do 
ot boast of your power over temptation. Bo not 
%j you are strong, and that there is no danger. <^-^ 
K> not think you can taste once and again, and re- 
ain at your pleasure. Beware of the first ad van- 
es towards the evil. Shun it, as you would your 
lost inveterate foe. Flee from it, as you would from 
le most deadly serpent. 

Solomon has wisely said — ^ Who hath woe? 
Vho hath sorrow? Who hath wounds without 

cause? Who hath contentions? Who hath bab- 
ling? Who hath redness of eyes? They that tar- 
y long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed 
dne.' Would you shun the disgrace, and miseries 
f the intemperate? Would you prevent the word— 
)runkard — from being chiseled upon your tomb^ 
tone? Then avoid the drunkard^ s path, and lead 

life of sobriety, and temperance. For, certain it 
i^ that if you begin his career, you will land in 
nfamy; and although the sculpture may not write 
lie word drunkard, upon the -stone, that marks the 
pot where your earthly remains are deposited^ with 
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his iron pen, yet, it will be done by every onewh» 
shall visit your grave. Yes — every acquaintance 
who may visit your silent resting place, will say io 
his mind — * beneath this sod, reposes the body of 
a drunkard/ And in the mind of each visitor, thi» 
will be written upon your grave stone. 

To avoid an event so n>elancholy, you roust sboa 
the sin which leads unto it. Eschew the evil, anA 
cleave unto the good. Trust in God for succor in 
the hour of temptation, and you shall not be disap- 
pointed. You shall not go down to the grave — - 
^unwept, unhoBored, and unsung,' but mourn- 
ing friend shall carefully cherish your memory — 
and your virtues shall be enbalmed, in the recol- 
lection of the wise and good. 

IX. To BE SOBER MINDED^ FURTHER IMPLIES^ 
PUNCTUALITY IN ALL YOU UNDERTAKE. 

To this end, never attempt what you know you 
cannot accomplish. Many young men, who com- 
mence business under circumstances of the most flat- 
tering character, have lost ground, and destroyed the 
confidence of the community, and their patrons, by 
promising more than they could perform. Nothing 
will so surely di^affbct an individual, as disappoint- 
■lent. Bear in mind what are your own feelings, 
when others disappoint you ; and from this, judge 
what must be the feelings of those you disappoiot, 
towards yourself. Punctuality is the life of business. 
If you must disappoint, let it be an agreeable disaj^ 
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pointment. Aim, therefore, to go beyond whatever 
you may have promised — and if possible, exceed 
the most sanguine expectations of your friends. 

X. I will only say in conclusion -^ that soberness 
of mind embraces every qualification which will ren- 
der a man beloved and respected by all who know 
him. It is the substance of those simple directions^ 
IgiVen us by the holy apostles and prophiets, in these 
words: — * Live soberly, righteously and godly, in 
this present world. Deal justly; love mercy; and 
walk humbly with thy God. Be kind and affection- 
ate — honor all men — love the brotherhood, and 
fear God. Be courteous and obliging to all.' 

Finally, young men, I take my leave of you, in 
the words of the author of my text — * By whatso- 
ever things are true, honest, lovely, and of good re- 
port: if there be any virtue, any praise, think oa 
these things.^ 
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ICVs'Toiing lAdiea— Sltowinif Itoir tiftcy ntajr e» 

Virtue. 



Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou ezcellest 

all. Prov. 31: 29. 

A great change has come over the whole civi 
world — but, this change is more general and 
ough, in some portions of the civilized world, Xh 
is in others. I refer now to the light in whicl 
abilities and capacities of females are held bj 
other sex. But a few years since, the preve 
opinion was, that females stood in a rank of 1 
far inferior to that of the males; and that they < 
not make the same advances in acquiring knowlc 
nor master the sciences, as it was well knowi 
males had done. They were regarded as beinj 
capable of making the same attainments in a ki 
edge of the various branches of science, so con 
to the sterner sex. Hence it was, that the ec 
tion of the daughter was almost wholly negle 
while that of the son was attended to, with the g 
est care imaginable. 
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It was taken for granted, on all hands, and no one 
hought of disputing it, that females cannot be 
irought to the same state of perfection, in point of 
Bdacation, that the males were. And in some parts 
of the world, called civilized, they were regarded as 
nere vassals or slaves — or as goods and chattels, 
rhe Mohammetans went so far at one time, as to de- 
»de,.in a counsel of an august character, that wo- 
nen have no souls, and are not subjects of salvation 
-but, that they go down to the grave at death, and 
lerish like brute beasts. But after propagating 
his sentiment for a few years, they changed their 
Binds, and gravely decided, that women have souls, 
md may possibly be saved! Yet, to educate them, 
rts entirely out of the question. 

But, a change has come over the civilized world. 
Fhe opinion is now well established, that to be 
nnh a female, is not a great misfortune. Neither 
s it believed that they cannot be educated. The 
loctrine is now almost universally received, through- 
mt Christendom, that the sister, can go as far in 
kcquiring a knowledge of any of the sciences, as 
be brother — and in the acquisition of the orna- 
nental branches, far exceed him. 

To what shall we attribute this change ? Answer: 
to the soft, and mellowing influence, of Ghris- 
anity. Yes, our females owe their present exalted 
Und, to the gospel of the blessed Son of God. This 

evident from the fact, that in those countries 
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where the gospel has not been preached, be 
and obeyed, women are now in an abject state 
norance. They are treated with neglect aiK 
tempt — and are driven to labor like the ox, i 
ed as a mere thing — as an object for the gr 
tion of the passions. 

But, wherever Christianity has lifted u 
voice, and in heavenly accents proclaime< 
there is no difference between the male and f 
that they are all one in Christ Jesus — and w 
er, and whenever this sentiment has been liste 
and received, the mother, the wife, and the < 
ter, have risen from their degradation, shook o 
contempt, and shown themselves the children c 
and heirs of salvation — and, as possessing thi 
claims to respect, confidence, honor and n 
that are granted to the father, husband and bi 

It may be needless to state, that within a few 
much has been done, and great pains have be 
ken, to educate our females. I am sometin 
dined to the opinion, that with regard to the 
ciation of feminine worth, the community is t 
to the opposite extreme, from what they once 
But of this I shall speak more particularly, b 
by. I am glad so much has been done, and ll 
much is now being done, for the improvement 
portion of our race — and the only thing I 
with regard to it, is, that their education is c 
forward in some resprets, to the neglect of 
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uportant considerations. I would not retard the 
rogress of female education: I would have it, if 
mble, accelerated; and I would have every 
iQghter educated with respect to those matters, 
mcerning which, they are, in too many instances, 
oefully neglected. But more of this, in another 
lace. 

While young ladies are inducted into a knowl- 
I of the sciences, and the common branches of edu- 
ition, their moral culture should not be neglected. 
hey should be studiously trained to virtue. They 
MHild be as clearly taught how they may excel ia 
irtue, as they are how they may excel in knowl* 
ige, and understanding. For an intelligent, and 
jrious female, who is kept within the bounds of 
icency, only by the opinion of the world, is an an- 
hiiy in nature, which I hope seldom to meet. 
The education of females, to virtue and piety, is a 
ity paramount to all others; and to show how our 
ir friends may excel in virtue, is the object of our 
resent discourse. But how successful I shall be 
I the accomplishment of the task I have taken upon 
le, will be for the audience to decide, when I shall 
iTe concluded my remarks. The text I have chos- 
I, more as a motto, than as a subject of discourse, 
iBtains an exclamation of surprise and delight •— 
Kapy daughters have done virtuously; but thoa 
loelest them all. ' Standing in the light of this 
mge, we may be led to inquire^ how did the 
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daughter, ofwhom the writer here speaks^ excel A 
others in virtue? 

By a reference to the lOth verse, you will per- 
ceive, that the mother of king Lemuel asks tUi 
question: — ' Who can find a virtuous woman? — 
For her price is far above rubies.' Having pro- 
pounded this question, and affirmed that the price cf 
a virtuous woman is far above the value of rubiMi 
she proceeds to give a description of her character. 
And the verses succeeding the one last quoted, con- 
tain a full expose of the characteristics of a virta^ 
ous female. 

Some have objected to these characteristics of a 
yirtuous woman, on the ground, 'that it is utterly im- 
possible for any human being to come up to thil 
standard, and in every point, conform to the mlef 
here laid down. Now, say they, if none are virte- 
ous, but such as do the things named in the vertei 
which precede our text, well may we exclaim witkj 
the writer — * Who can find a virtuous woman? — 
For her price is far above rubies. ' And thus thi 
sacred writer is accused of requiring, impossibilitiei; 
and this is done, without a full examination of tki 
case. 

Before we proceed further, let us notice the wordi 
upon which our remarks are founded. Commene- 
ing, then, at verse 10, we read as follows: 'Wte 
can find a virtuous woman ? For her price is ftr 
above rubies. The heart of her husband doth safe- 
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\j trust in her, so that he shall have no need of 
spoil. She will do him good, and not evil, all the 
dajs of her life. She seeketh wool and flax, and 
worketh willingly with her hands. She is like the 
merchants ships, she hringeth her food from afar. 
Kie riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat 
to her household, and a portion to* her maidens. 
She consldereth a field, and huyeth it; hy the labor 
ofher hands, she planteth'^a vineyard. Shegirdetb 
ker loins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms. 
She perceiveth that her merchandise is good;- her 
ctndle goeth not out by night. She layeth her 
kaods to the spindle, and her hands hold the distafit 
She stretched out her hand to the poor; yea, she 
teacheth forth bands to the needy. She is not 
ifraid of the snow for her faousehold; for all her 
heasehold M-e clothed with scarlet. She maketh 
kerself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is silk 
lad purple. Her husband is known in the gates, 
irfaen he sitteth among the elders of the land. She 
Haketh fine linen, and selleth it; and deliveretb 
^rdles to the merchants. Strength and honor are 
her clothing; and she shall rejoice in the time to- 
ceme. She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and 
inber tongue is the law of kindness. She looketh 
irell to the ways of her household, and eateth not 
Ihe bread of idleness. Her children rise up, and 
eall her blessed ; her husband also, and he praisetb 
bar. Many daughters have done virtuouslyi^ but 
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thou excelest them all. Favor is deceitful, and 
beauty is vain; but a woman that feareth the Lord, 
she shall be praised. Give her the fruit of her haodsi 
and let her own works praise her in the gates.' 

Now, with reference to this language, I would 
observe — First: here is a perfect standard — and 
they who approach the nearest to it, are the most 
perfect — the most virtuous. Its perfection should 
form no objection to it. The more perfect the pat* 
tern, the more correct will that be which is made in 
its likeness. The old proverb is>a good one, that be 
who aims at the sun, to besure his arrow will not 
reach it, but it will go higher than it would, if lie 
aimed at an object on a level with himself. So, if 
our sisters complain of the standard presented theiOy 
we reply by saying — let the pattern be perfect, and 
aim, in the strength of the Lord, to approximate it as 
nearly as possible. 

In the second place, I would observe, that, the 
same things which were characteristic of a virtuous 
woman in the days of Solomon, are the characteris- 
tics of a virtuous female in the year 1837 — for 
virtue never changes. It is an immutable principle 
which is destined to exist as lung as the throne of 
Jebovah shall stand. And, although the language 
of our context needs some modifying in order to 
make it applicable to the age in which we live, jtt, 
the sentiment itself remains unchanged. 

Ji may be said by some^ that these things wert 
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said concerning a married woman — a wife, and 
mother — and therefore they cannot be applied to 
young unmarried ladies. We admit that this cata> 
logue of excellencies were uttered concerning a 
wife and mother; but, let it be remembered, that 
the principles which lead to these commendable 
and praiseworthy actions, are formed and estab- 
lished in early life — and my object in the present 
discourse, is to revert to those practices, which, if 
followed by our young ladies, will give them a place 
among virtuous wives, and create for them a name, 
and a praise in the land, when they shall assume the 
duties, cares, and pleasures of the connubial, and 
maternal state. And from this it will appear, that 
although the words of our text and context were 
written with particular reference to a wife and moth- 
er, yet, the lesson they contain is strictly applica- 
ble to young females; — for we may say in the words 
ofSolomon, with a little variation — 'Train up a 
daughter in the way she should go, and when she 
becomes a wife, and a mother, she will not depart 
from it.' 

One question will bring the subject of our subse- 
qQent rctmarks directly before our mental vision; — 
viz: How shall young females excel in virtue? 
or, how shall they conduct, and what course must 
they pursue, in order that it may be said of them -r— 
*Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou cx- 
<>elest them all?' 
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Every female should reflect upon the amount of 
influence she is destined to exert in society. They 
have all a remarkahle share of influence in the world. 
This fact is so obvious^ and so well known, that it 
requires no proof to establish it. History, both sa- 
cred and profane, is full of living illustrations of the 
power of this influence. When misdirected, and 
guided by impiety, it has produced some of the most 
appalling consequences of which the imagination 
can conceive. The case of Sampson's wife — of 
Solomon's wives — of Judith — of Jael, the wife of 
Heber — of John the baptist, are all proofs conclu- 
sive of the correctness of this remark. 

But, when female influence is guided by virtue, 
and the fear of the Lord, it leads to results of the 
most cheering character. This is evident from the 
history of Deborah — Ruth — Lydia — Dorcas, and 
a host of others. I do not wish to deprive this class 
of community of any of their influence, I only wish 
to direct it aright. And to be directed aright, it 
must be brought under the influence of virtue — it 
must be exerted in favor of virtuous principles, and 
conduct. 

To exce 1 in virtue, something more is requisite 
than to abstain from impropriety of conduct. A fe- 
male may avoid irregularity in conduct and conver- 
sation, and so demean herself, that no one can say 
aught against her reputation, and yet, be far from 
I^ossessing a strictly virtuous character^ A rock ia 
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the midst of the ocean is guilty of no violation of 
truth — but whoever thought of calling it virtuous? 
Virtue is an active principle. It does not alone 
consist in abstaining from sin — but in doing 
good. Therefore, the more good an individual does, 
while he denies himself of ungodliness, and unlaw- 
ful desires, the more virtuous he is. Hence the 
virtuous daughter so eloquently eulogized in our 
text, is described as having lived a life of active 
virtue — as having done good to all — as working 
with her hands: — as being industrious, prudent, 
calculating, and benevolent; — as giving utterance 
to words of wisdom and kindness; as refraining 
from the bread of idleness ; and as clothing herself 
with strength and honor. 

Would you, my fair hearers, acquire this name ? 
Would ^'ou leave as a rich legacy to your relatives 
and friends, a virtuous character? Then pursue 
the path marked out by divine wisdom ; and ever- 
lasting renown shall be yours, together with the ap- 
proving smiles, of a heart right in the sight of God. 

In the further illustration of our subject, we will 
notice a few particulars. And — 

I, To EXCEL IN VIRTUE, FEMALES MUST NOT ON- 
LY BE GOOD THEMSELVES, BUT THEY MUST ALSO DO 
GOOD UNTO OTHERS. 

* She will do him good ' — says the author of our 
text, of the virtuous woman. And of our heavenly 
Father, it is said — ' Thou art good, and doest good.' 
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The female who contents herself with barely liv- 
ing well, and leaving others to move along as they 
may» when she could assist them in the right dis- 
charge of their duty, is a mere cipher in the world, 
and strangely remiss in her duty. She must be ac- 
tively engaged in doing good to all who move with- 
in the sphere of her influence, if she would claim the 
name of virtuous. A wide field is before her, and 
there is no time to be lost -— and she may forthwith 
commence with children. In the domestic circle, 
she can promote virtue among the little ones. Sh« 
may implant, in the bosom of those children, over 
whom she exerts great influence, virtuous principles; 
she can teach them the character of God — his will, 
and his requirements; and show them how they may 
grow in grace, and become ornaments to society, 
and a blessing to their day and generation. She 
can teach them the holy Scriptures, and impress 
upon their infant minds, the duties therein enjoined. 
And her labor will not be in vain — the eflfect will be 
salutary, both on the children, and on herself 

If our young ladies would take half the pains to 
teach young children to be kind, obliging, tend/sr 
hearted, and aflectionate, that they do to nake them 
rogueish, cunning, artful and sly, there would be 
much less for children to unlearn in afler years, 
than there now is; and mothers would have a much 
easier task: to perform, and very few perplexities to 
encounter ocnnpared with what they now have. 
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Again ; — The society of young ladies is sought 
by the other sex. Here is presented a wide field 
for usefulness — for doing good. A young mai- 
den should never give'countenance to iniquity. If 
her society and hand are sought by a vicious young 
man, she ought to let him know, that her counte- 
nance, and approbation, can be secured, only by 
virtue. Let eyery young man know that you are 
the decided enemy of every kind of vice and immo- 
rality, and that you cannot receive the attentions of 
those, who have sold themselves to commit iniquity. 

Do not think, that after marriage, you can work a 
reformation ; you may do this, and you may not. If 
a young man will not reform to secure your society, 
it is extremely doubtful whether he will after he has 
secured it, or gained your hand. And if every 
young lady would resolve, and carry the resolution 
iuto practice, not to keep company with a vicious 
young man, and boldly make this known to every 
suiter, a change would soon t^ke place in the mor- 
als of community, and but few of our young men 
would be seen, or heard, returning from a midnight 
revel. Does not this appear reasonable ? And will 
you not let these things sink deep into your hearts, 
and there produce an abiding effect .^ Certainly they 
are worthy of your notice; do not let them pass 
unheeded. 

2. To EXCEL IN VIRTUE, YOUNG LADIES MUST BE. 
INDUSTRIOUS. 
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This is implied in the words — ' She seeketh 
wool and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands.' 
There is an opinion, which has gone out into 
the world, and received the sanction of many, that 
it is disgraceful for a young lady to be seen at work 
— especially at housework. And I am acquainted 
with many young ladies, who are exceedingly alarm- 
ed if they are seen by a stranger, or a young gen- 
tleman, while they are engaged in the domestic af- 
fairs of a family. Where this opinion originated, I 
know not — but, of this one thing I am certain, 
that it is no evidence of a great, or a virtuous and 
intelligent mind, for a young lady to be ashamed to 
be seen engaged in a useful employment, or to 
have it known that she is employed, when at 
home, working with her hands. 

There is something wrong in the education of fe- 
males, at the present day. A young Miss is seat 
to a boarding school at a distance from home, to ac- 
quire an education. But what does she learn? She 
acquires an education — but in what does it consist? 
She can read the French and Latin languages — 
work embroidery; she knows something of history, 
philosophy, and the sciences — and she can play 
upon the piano; but of every description of house- 
work, she is perfectly ignorant. And yet, she has 
finished her education, and is all ready to be mar- 
ried ! I do not wif;h a young lady to be made a drudge 
— but I consider her education incomplete, who is 
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not as well informed in the arts of domestic life, as 
she is with regard to the solid and ornamental bran- 
ches of study. 

To be virtuous, the daughter must know how to 
look well to the ways of her household — but how 
can a wife do this, if it is omitted in her education. 
She may have sufficient help — but she should be 
prepared, and able to decide when they are in the 
wrong. A youBg lady may marry under favorable 
circumstances; but poverty, like an armed man, 
may overtake her. And should she be reduced 
through necessity to manage her domestic con- 
cerns alone, how cheerless will be her lot, if she is 
wholly ignorant of the rules of housekeeping. Let 
our young sisters bear this in mind, and ever re- 
member, that a prominent trait in the character of a 
virtuous female is — industry, and ability to look 
well to the ways of a household. 

3. To EXCEL IN VIRTUE, IMPLIES A CAREFUL 
PRESERVATION eP THE HEALTH. 

This is set forth in verse IT — * She girdeth her 
loins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms.' 
How many young ladies, by imprudence in dress, 
and needless exposure, destroy a good constitution, 
and load themselves with disease; — and when they 
come to woman's estate, what are they ? Answer: 
Poor, sickly, emaciated invalids. And this has 
arisen from iheir improper dress and habits. When 
[ see « young lady attired as doth not become the 
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season, I say to myself, she is not such a virtuous 
woman, as the mother of Lemuel, described. I can- 
not, and I need not descend to particulars, for t 
word to the wise is sufficient. Suffice it to say, that 
prudence and carefulness are absolutely necessary, 
in order that a young lady may gird her loins with 
strength, and strengthen her arms. 

4. To EXCEL IN VIRTUE, IMPLIES EARLY RISING. 

Verse 15. ' She riseth while it is yet night, and 
giveth meat to her household, and a portion to her 
maidens.' That is, she does not wait for the ap- 
pearance of the sun, before she arises from her pillow, 
but is up and doing, while it is yet night; and while the 
mantle of darkness is over the earth, she is helping 
forward the domestic affairs of the family. Such 
seems to be the obvious import of this characteris- 
tic of the virtuous woman. 

What indescribable benefit would accrue to those 
young ladies who carry disease about them, and 
show it in their countenances, if they would retire 
at night, and arise earlier in the morning, than they 
now do. This habit in which so many now indulge, 
of reposing in bed until their devoted mothers have 
furnished the table with a wholesome repast, is ruin- 
ous to health. Exercise in the morning is needful, 
before the stomach receives food, to the preserva- 
tion of health. And if every young lady would arise 
eerly in the morning, and assist in the domestic du- 
ties of the family, they would derive therefrom a 
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ble advantage: — viz: First, they would pre- 
e their health, and we should have fewer cases 
reioature death, on the part of females. Sec- 
ly, they would become familiar with domestic la- 

and the management of a family would become 
iral and easy. My fair hearers, do not forget, 

the virtuous woman arose early in the morning, 
le it was yet night. 

Intelligence is needful to excel in via- 

• 

'his is evident from verse 26. * She openeth her 
ith with wisdom, and in her tongue is the law of 
luess.' A fair and beautiful damsel, who is de- 
I of information , when the means for securing 
3 at her door, within her reach, is one who can- 
charm long. The eye of her beholder may be 
ghted for a moment — but as soon as the igno- 
and uninformed mind presents itself, the exter- 
beauty dies away, and we feel for her, emo- 
s of pitiful disgust. And this we cannot avoid, 
igh her personal charms may exceed those of ve- 

• 

here is no excuse for female ignorance. Every op- 
unity that can be desired, is presented our sisters 
>btaining an education, and if they have not stor- 
heir minds with useful knowledge, the fault is 
r own. All light reading, such as — novels, ro- 
ces, and fictions, should never take the place oi 
e valuable works. If read at all, they should be 
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read only when the mind is ^tigued, and needs 
ation. Butj it is deeply to be regreted, that 
books take the place of others which are truly fili- 
able. And how many young ladies there are, wb 
read no other books; but when they open their mootli 
it is not in wisdom. Such form their ideas of dome^ 
tic life, from the imaginary descriptions of the no 
ist; and it takes the whole of a married life to o 
learn these fictions, and become familiar with, ul 
reconciled to, the realities of life. 

Bear in mind, young ladies, that the daughter, to 
whom reference is had in our text, and who exceM |[ 
in virtue — * opened her mouth in wisdom.' Tobt 
like her, you must be able to do the same; and ti 
be able to do the same, you must store your miiA 
with knowledge, understanding and wisdom. 

6. Active benevolence is an essential part or 

A VIRTUOUS CHARACTER. 

This is distinctly set forth in verse 20. — 'She 
stretcheth out her hands to the poor; yea, she reack* 
eth forth her hands to the needy.' This represents 
her as relieving the poor and helpless — as not wait- 
ing to be solicited, but as going forth to carry chari- 
ty to the poor outcast — the forsaken. And as lend- 
ing a helping hand to those who lack the corofortsof 
life. And, if there is any one object in this worM, 
that resembles an angel of heaven, more than ujr 
otl>er, it is the youthful daughter, in whose breitf 
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nee grows as a native plant, prompting ber 



* Go to the pillow of disease, 

Where night gives no repose. 
And on the cheek, where sickness preys, 

Bids health to plant her rose.' 

^e many such. Heaven grant that every 
r may secure the same character; for it is 
isible to virtuous excellence, and a promi- 
it in the character of a virtuous female. 
:rsonal Piety. 

is a requisite to virtue. This is evident from 
). * Favor is deceitful, and beauty is vain; 
)man that ieareth the Lord, she shall be 
' I do not mean long and loud professions 
— for modesty in a female is one of her 
mmendable traits; and respect and pure es- 
nnot be gained without it. The fear of the 
lich dwells in the heart of the virtuous wo- 
not a slavish fear. It is described as the 
y of wisdom, and as wisdom itself, 
ion says — * The fear of the Lord is to de- 
n evil, pride, arrogancy, and every evil way.' 
e infidel, I hope seldom to meet. She is 
t, superstitious, and injurious; she knows 
'hat consists her true interests. It was re- 
in another place, that females owe their 
exaltation to religion, and it becomes them 
&b it in all its parts, and use their influence 
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in its favor. And if true piety is cultivated bj 
young maiden, she will be beautiful in the eye 
the virtuous, after external accomplishments 
beauty, which are deceitful and vain, have faded 
gone: — for the charms of the mind, of a virti 
soul, are imperishable. There are other to 
upon which I might enlarge; but judging it to 
inexpedient to protract the exposition of this pi 
fie theme, I shall add no more, but the simple 
quest, that you will receive these hints, which I 
been offered in the spirit of brotherly afiectioo, 
act accordingly; and the fame, honor, and praisi 
a daughter who has exceled in virtue, shall be yoi 



LECTURE VI. 



}iprocal Dutiea of Parents and Clilldren* 



obey your parents in the Lord : for this Is right. 
by father and mother, which is the first command 
3mise, that it may be well with thee, and thou may- 
long upon the earth. And, ye fathers, provoke not 
ildren to wrath ; but bring them up in the nurture 
lonition of the Lord. £ph. 6 : 1—4. 

. I reflect upon the importance which attach- 
to the government, and education of child- 
len I consider the arduous and complicated 
hich devolve on parents — and when I bring 
the numerous responsibilities they must en- 
I am ready to exclaim in the language of 
le — ' Who is sufficient for these things?' 
wever momentous may be the subject, it- 
become us to shrink flrom it, nor to neglect 
z of surveying it with the eye of anxious in- 
ifler the truth. Let us come boldly up to 
3ct, with clean hands, alid pure hearts, and 
he Sovereign Disposer of all events, for wi»- 
^uide fis in the right discharge of our duty, 
present lecture, I am enabled to throw out 
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some hints, which will aid the parents who 
liear me, in the discharge of their duty, and i 
children to walk in the path of obedience, an 
rect them in the way of honoring their parents, 
obeying the first coraand given with promise, thi 
ject of this discourse will be accomplished; i 
shall feel amply repaid for the labor I have bes 
ed upon the subject. 

In our text, and in many other pa9sages, n 
the reciprocal duties of parents and children at 
forth, children are the first addressed. In C< 
20, f21, we find a direction similar to the one I 
text — * Children, obey your parents in all th 
for this is well pleasing unto the Lord. Fat 
provoke not your children to anger, lest they \h 
couraged.' In other places beside tl)e one now 
ted, children are the first addressed. But, 
withstanding this, I shall first direct my remarl 
parents; they stand at the hnad of the domestic 
cle; their children receive their cast off chai 
from them; and in too many instances, childrei 
a melancholy index to the form of governmeni 
der which they have been educated. 

Sufier me, then, at this present time, to^ 
your attention to an exhibition of the importan 
giving strict attention to the education of^ chil 
especially would I call upon parents to listen 
few hiiUs, which may assist them in the imp 
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f traiaing up their childrea m tbe way 
ould go. 

'e has aa impression gone abroad, that child- 
rticularly those who are quite young, are un- 
I of what is done in their prdsence, by their 
I. This is a mistake, which has proved fatal 
y cases. Many parents have conducted oa 
aciple, and have consequently led their child- 
idly on to ruin. Children form their habits 
ose with whom they live. Ifthey dwell un- 
immediate care of a mother, and a father, 
.11 grow up in their likeness, whether it be 
r evil. And the impression made upon their 
and tender minds, will remain with them, whea 
Tuctions of riper years have been swept into 
I's land. To instruct children, therefore, is 
! writing on the sand. The winds and waves 
, do not efface the impressions which are 
ti childhood. 

^e visited the aged sire, and the time worn 
, and conversed with them, for the purpose 
ing at the truth on this point. I have stood 
r side when they had no recollection of the 
of life's meridian — when those who were 
:>mpanT6ns in the hour of prosperity, when 
m was at its zenith, were not remembered. — 
with one fell sweep, had removed from men^ 
iblet, all the scenes in the drama of life, to- 
with it» actors, save those of the first stage.. 
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But, while every thing pertaining to life's meridi- 
an had found a resting place in oblivion's tomb, 
those events which transpired in early life, together 
with the persons who were connected with their och 
currence, were as freshly engraven upon meniorj*! 
tablet, as though they had transpired no longer since 
than yesterday. 

Let every one who now hears me, consult their 
own experience, and ask the question — Wbtt 
events and sayings are the most indelibly stamped 
upon the mind? Are they not those of early life? 
The answer will be — yes. It must be so; b^ 
cause, children form their habits of thought and ac- 
tion from observation and imitation. If the afieo- 
tionate mother wishes to produce a smile upon tbe 
countenance of her lovely infant, what course does 
she pursue? Does she robe her own features io 
gloom, and frown upon her offspring? You know 
full well, that this would produce the opposite of i 
smile. Does she not form the same smile upon her 
own countenance, that she wishes to produce on that 
of her child? Most certainly. The young child b 
the soft wax, and the expressions, actions, words, and 
conduct of the parent, are the seal, which gives this 
uoH wax an impression, which will become so hardened 
by time, that to change its appearance, will be near- 
ly impossible. Does not this show the importaice 
of the exercise of great care on the part of parents, 
that no word may be spoken, and no examples tet, 
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^hich it will be unsafe for their children to follow 
nd pattern. 

The opinion, that children are unmindful, to a 
ery great extent, of all that is passing in the world, 
as given rise to manj injurious practices. Hence 
: is, that some promise their children, without ever 
itending to perform. To rid themselves of being 
nportuned, and teazed, thejsay, yes, yes; or no, no, 
without stopping to inquire, to what they have giv- 
n their consent, or denial. And when they come to 
iquire into the nature of that, concerning which 
ley have hastily spoken, they immediately reverse 
leir decision. And what is the efiect of this course 
f procedure on the mind of the child? The answer 
I plain; he thinks the parent has deceived, and lied to 
im — he is provoked to anger — and an improper 
pirit is brought into existence in his bosom. For a 
me he is discouraged; but, in childish simplicity, 
e passes by and forgets his anger — but he does 
otforget to pracl ice the same species of deception 
D others — and for this, he is made to smart under 
le rod. He may say nothing respecting the mat* 
sr, but he will think that it is no more barm for him 
) lie too, and deceive others, than it is for the pa* 
snt to deceive him. Other considerations might 
e introduced here, but we must pass them by for 
le purpose of noticing those of greater moment. — 
7iih a general remark, in this department of our 
isconrse, I woald pass on to notice the main aab* 

8 
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ject of this lecture: children learn of their parents^ 
both from the lessons given, and the words spoken, 
unadvisedly, and the examples set without intention- 
al evil on the part of the parent. Therefore, too 
much precaution, and care, cannot be manifested 
by parents. ' I speak as to wise men;. — judge 
ye what I say.' 

Let us now give our attention to a few things, 
which are inseparably connected with the happi- 
ness of parents, and the well being of their cbil* 
dren. And I would observe — 

L Between the father and mother, there 

SHOULD BE Jl MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING, AND CONCERT 
OP ACTION. 

L mean, by this, that both should adopt one, and 
the same system of family government, and come to 
some definite conclusion respecting it. They should 
often consult each other upon the best method to 
be adopted, and the proper manner of carrying their 
plans into execution. They should confer upon (he 
subject, and then conduct towards their ofispriog, 
in harmony with, the concLisions to wliich they have 
deliberately come. 

It too frequently happens,^ that parents neglect to 
converse upon this important theme. They will mag- 
nify each other's failings, and set before their little 
ones, an example of domestic broils,, and unholy lit- 
igations; but, on the best, and proper method, oC 
tEaining, their infant race to virtue, and true honoc» 
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they are as sileiil as the tenants of the tomb. If pa- 
rents wish their children to become virtuous men 
and women, who shall bless their memory, and re* 
gard their names with reverence — if they wish them 
to prove ornaments to society, and a praise to their 
progenitors, they must consult each other, and the 
word of God, frequently, and seek for divifie wis- 
dom to aid and guide them in the discharge of their 
duties, as parents. But, how crimifnal many parents 
are. How frequently is it the case, that parents ne- 
glect to decide upon the proper course of manage- 
ment. They each adopt a system, and proceed io 
opposite directions. Their family government is 
full of contradiction. It is calculated to bring into 
exercise the worst passions of their natures. The 
father resolves on pursuing one course, and adopts 
one plan for governing his children. When he is 
at home, he manages as he pleases; but no sooner 
has he led the house, than the mother undoes all tbe 
father has done. One cFeltvers a prohibition — the 
other grants the indulgence the first convenient op- 
portunity. The mother chastises the child — but 
the father immediately pities, and consoles it; and! 
in the child's presence, openiy blames the mother. 
And the reverse of this is equally true. The father 
prohibits a certain description of puntshinent — and 
for evefy trifling misdemeanor, deprives tbe MH of 
liberty. But, no sooner bas the father ckoseil tbe 
Aoer of his domicil, and reiaoved himself a cooifiMit- 



116 LECTURES 



able distance from the house, so that the prospect of 
his speedy return is cut off, than the mother opens 
the prison door, and sets the prisoner at liberty. 

Now, what is the effect of this culpable manage, 
meat on the child, or children ? The effect is ob- 
vious. It breaks down justice, and throws off re- 
straint. It destroys his love for his father, and anni- 
hilate the influence of the mother. If the father 
threatens the child with chastisement, he looks to his 
mother for protection, and consolation — and should 
he violate a law of his country, he would vainly im- 
agine, as he grows older, that the ipisdirected sym- 
pathy of her who bare him, will shield him from the 
strong arm of the law. And if you put the rod in 
the mother's hand, and give the father the disposition 
which we have here associated with the mother, the 
effect is equally pernicious. How many children 
have thus been trained up, not in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord; not in the pleasant and peace- 
ful ways of wisdom; but as candidates for the gloomy 
prison — as criminals, to expiate their crimes 
under the gallows, where in their last hours, they 
will secretly curse those who had the charge of 
their education! 

Parents, however mucb you may differ in opinion 
about other matters, do be united in the education 
of your children, I beseech you, as you prize your 
own happiness — as you value a peaceful exit from 
the land of mortality — as you love virtuei and de- 
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sire your children to be holy and righteous — do 
set before them an example of concord, reciprocal 
affection, and oneness of action. Do not let them 
see continual strife and contention. Converse free- 
ly, and of^en, of the best method to be adopted — 
and let there be oneness of motive, union of purpuse 
and concert of action, in all you do. 

2. The conduct op parents towards their 
children should be marked by kindness un- 
failing, and unchanging kindness. 

This, and the former proposition, are strongly im- 
plied in that portion of our text, that reads, 'Fathers, 
provoke not your children to anger, lest they be dis- 
couraged; but bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord.' Ad exhibition of un- 
kindness on the part of the parent, towards the child, 
will awaken in its little bosom, emotions of a like na- 
ture. It will cause him to think of, and manifest 
wrath, anger, and revenge. Its fear of the parent 
may prevent its openly showing this disposition; — 
nevertheless, it will lurk in the heart, and in afler 
limes, will come to full maturity. 

Nothing will so efiectually keep the spotless mind 
of the child free from earthly defilements, and uncon- 
taminated by sin — free from malace and revenge, 
as kindness. Its young and tender mind should 
live continually upon this virtue — it should quaff it 
at every breath — il should be ever before its eye* 
— and on no occasion should it be suffered to dwell 
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without a full view of this principle. A child shouU 
not only reaci kindnesss ia the countenance of the 
parent when it is obedient; but, when it disobeys, 
«nd chastisement becomes needful, the child should 
know, and feel, that- every blow is dictated by love 
•and tenderness, and with strict reference to its fa- 
ture good. 

I have noticed t^e account given of the last hours 
of the immortal Franklin, with peculiar pleasure. 
He called his household around him, and took bis 
last farewell of them, one by one. His daughter, 
by his request, came last. When he took her hand, 
to give the father's last blessing, to the daughter of 
his love, he said — * My dear daughter, I thank you 
for your kindness <iud attention to me during my 
sickness, and throughout your whole life. You 
have ever been obedient, and kind to me, and have 
never spoken an unkind word in my hearing.' To 
this, the daughter replied — * My dear father, you 
have never given me an unkind word since my re- 
membrance. You have been habitually kind to me, 
and how could I be otherwise than kind to you? ' 

What a lesson is here given, upon the importance 
of a continued exhibition of kindness, in the man- 
agement of children! This daughter had lived, and 
breathed, and feasted upon this principle. It had 
grown with her growth and strengthened with her 
strength, until it became a part and parcel of her 
nature. The exercise of the same spirit towards 
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•others, became natural and easj. How beautifully 
this accords with the sentiment of our text — ' Fa- 
thers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they 
be discouraged.' That is, do not be unkind, sour, 
morose, and cruel towards them; for if you do, they 
will be discouraged — they will manifest the same 
spirit — they will become restive an^ uneasy, and 
desirous of throwing off parental restraint. 

The direction is given particularly to fathers, be- 
cause they are prone to be more irascible than moth- 
ers; for their intercourse with the world is of suck 
a character as to render them more overbearing 
than the mother; and they are predisposed to re- 
gard children in the light of persons who have come 
to the years of maturity, who can exercise judg- 
ment, and who ought to be severely punished for 
every act of disobedience, whether it proceed from 
wilfulness, or ignorance. But, mothers, being with 
the children continually, watch the growth of their 
powers, and the opening of their minds, and are 
thereby enabled to judge of them more correctly, 
and treat them with more tenderness. Let it not be 
thought that this is the fact with regard to all moth- 
ers; for some of them are continually fretting and 
scolding at their children; and they use such words 
and expressions in their hearing, as they would pun- 
ish 4heir children for using. 

Fathers, are furthermore addressed in our text, 
and other passages, because it was not their 
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custom to address the females publicly, except 
through the males. The direction given by St. 
Paul, was, — ' Let your women keep silence in 
churches for it is not permitted them to speak — let 
them learn of their husbands at home.' 

The father can do nothing, towards producing 
kindness in the disposition of a child, compared with 
what the mother can effect. If she is not his help- 
meet in this work, his labors will prove abortive. 
Therefore, mothers, all seems to depend on you; 
consult your husbands •— secure their influence and 
co-operation — look well to the ways of your child- 
ren — and never suffer a spirit of unkindness to 
spring up and grow in their breasts. If you do, you 
will repent when it is too late to avert the evil. But 
if you are habitually kind to them, one word of dis- 
aprobation will do more towards reclaiming them 
when they have wandered away, then fifly blows 
will, if you are unkind to them. In this way, joa 
will bring them up in the nurtue and admonition of 
the Lord. For the Lord is good and kind. Yea 
are his children. Consider how he treats you. Re- 
member that all his dealings with you are marked bj 
kindness, forbearance, forgiveness, tenderness, pity, 
compassion and love. Conduct the same towards 
your offspring, and you shall be blest with obedient 
and dutiful children. The path of duty is plain; and 
happy are those parents who walk therein^ 
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3. To BRING UP CHILDREN IN THE NURTURE AND 
ADMONITION OF THE LoRD, PARENTS MUST LOOK WELL 
TO THEIR EDUCATION. 

They should see that too much is not required of 
them — that they are not compelled to attempt the 
mastery of those things which are not within their 
reach ; and which they cannot comprehend. They 
should see that they are not too much confined — 
and that their teacher does not adopt an improper 
course of management with regard to them. 

Parents roust look after the health of their children. 
They should see that they are not too much exposed 
to the inclemency of the weather, ingoing to, and in 
returning from school. They should, by care, and 
temperance, guard them from disease; and also from 
the society of improper companions. And particu- 
lar care should be taken of them, while thpy are at 
school — this the parent should look to. Much evil 
accrues to children, through the negligiice of parents. 
For the children are often subjected to one course 
of management when at home, and to another di- 
rectly opposite, when they are at school. Parents 
cannot be too particular in looking after these mat- 
ters. 

Do not be impatient in the discharge of these du- 
ties. Consider that you are forming the character 
of your children, not for one day, or one year — but 
for life. And do not forget, that — 

* 'Tis education forms the youthful mind ; 
The way the twig is bent, the tree's incilued.' 
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Teach them, therefore, their duty to Grod — to their ' '^ 
parents — to their mates, and to themselves. And -; 
O, impress upon their minds the instructions of holj 
^vrit. Let them know the purpose of God concern- 
ing them. Inform them of those exceedingly grett 
tind precious promises, with which the Bible abounds; 
and show them in what light they are regarded bj 
the great Jehovah — and what he requires df then. 
Do not think this will be labor lost; for many acne 
has been saved from the cold and withering grasp of 
atheistical indifference, by the religious instruction 
imparted to them in the days of childhood, by a fond 
mother. Lord Chesterfield assures us, that he wtt 
saved from embracing infidelity, by a recollection of 
the religious instruction imparted to him by hit 
mother. 

How pleasant is the sight, to behold the father 
and mother, surrounded by their children, (raining 
them to knowledge and piety! Impressing upon 
their infant minds, the counsels of Divine Inspin- 
tion, and teaching them how they may understand- 
ingly, and with the spirit, sing the praises of (jod, 
and glorify their Maker, in their bodies and spirits 
which are his. Does not such a picture resemble 
the accounts given of heaven, the state of immortal 
felicity, which God in his infinite mercy has provid- 
ed for his children ? I am persuaded, that if parents 
would strive more earnestly to convert home into t 
palace; a heaven; where parents and children shall 
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commingle in acts of devotion, and unite in songs of 
praise, there would be less unruly children than 
there now are. 

But I am extending these remarks too far. The 
-copiousness of the subject of which I speak, must 
he my apologj for the prolixity of my remarks. — 
Parents, I know your duties are arduous and com- 
-plicated. I deeply sympathize with you. You need 
the constant exercise of patience, forbearance, and 
"fortitude. Look unto God, the fountain of all wis- 
dom, for the prudence and foresight which are re- 
-ijuisite to train up your children in the nuture and ad- 
monition of the Lord. God giveth wisdom to all, 
^od upbraideth none. Go to him, in the exercise of 
faith, and seek the needed assistance, and you shall 
.4>e strengthened and guided in the discharge of your 
duty. 

II. One word to children. 

I shall not confine my remarks to those who are 
very young, but shall address myself to all children; 
particularly to those who are under the immediate 
•care and guidance of their parents. 

There are a few things of a repr^hensave charac- 
ter in the general conduct of children. I do not 
mean to say that all children are guilty of ihem — 
but most children are, to a very great extent. I 
will ^ame them. To set forth the whole in one ex- 
pression, *I would say, it is disobedience to the first 
«omiziand given with prooiise. The command is — 
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' Honor thy father, and thy "mother, that thy di; 
may be long in the land which the Lord thy 
giveth thee for an inheritance.' This eomman<l 
violated in many ways. livery act of wilful disol 
dience — every word ol disrespect — every ung 
ous retort — every fUtempt to render nugatory 
rental commands and restraints — every misrepff# 
sentation of the doings and opinions of the parents^ 
every attempt to deceive them, either 'directly or it 
directly, must be regarded as a violation of Godi 
command. j 

• How frequently is this done! How many tioMl 
have the children who now hear me, been guilty a 
great disrespect towards an aged mother^ and i 
hoary headed sire. How many acts of'disobedieDOii 
can we all call to mind. And how much does tM 
recollection of them diminish our present comfort. 1 
I am aware that some will say — * My pareoti 
are careless, and do not provide for me. They c(NH 
duct so disgracefully, that I cannot reverence theiv 
I am ashamed of their conduct, and am unwilling tt 
meet them in the street, or to acknowledge them av 
my parents, when 1 do meet them. I am disgustel 
with their course of life; and I would, were it in m^ 
power, sink their name, and the resemblance 1 beaf' 
to them, forever.' Poor child, I pity you. Yoa^ 
parents have disgraced their child. They have 
strayed far from duty ; but do not fail in the discharge 
of yours. Do not neglect them. Do not tKe»t tbea 
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ith contempt. Always, remember that they are 
Mr parents. They provided for you in your help- 
BB moments; and now you must reciprocate the 
^for. Be a dutiful and compassionate child — be 
lider and affectionate, notwithstanding the immo- 
liky of your parents,, and the world shall do you 
■tice. You shall be remembered in the hour of 
Mir calamity, and in the hour of your sorrow. — 
Dd when the last hours of mortal life draw near, 
\4 you are about to bid farewell to the scenes of 
Tth, the recollection of your past life , — of your 
lal honor and reverence, shall cast a halo of glory 
ound your dying pillow, and fill your soul with 
ace and approbation. 

Tho^e children who indulge in disrespectful con- 
ct aj^d conversation towards their parents, never 
li^ ia the good opinion, of the wise and virtuous. 
ley sink in their reputation. They are, and will 
Dtinue to be, unhappy. Their days of pleasure 
li not be long. They plant a thorn in their own 
soms, which will rankle there, and trouble them, 
ley will be liable to treat others with disrespect -^ 
d they may advance on, until they land in infamy 
d everlasting disgrace. Yes, they will probably 
ntinue in the evil way, until the companions of 
)ir youth are called to weep over the wreck of 
nius, and the ruins of a reputation, once fair, but 
w covered with the mildew of richly merited con- 
npt. 
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Children, bear constantly in mind, that Grod ha» 
eommanded you, by the mouth of his holy prophets 
and aposties, in- the words of my text, saying — 'Chil- 
dren, obey your parents in the Lord; for this is right 
Honor thy father, and thy mother, which is the fint 
command with promise, that thy. days may be lom 
on the earth.' Obey your parents, therefore; the/ 
know what is best for you. They study yourgoodw 
They seek your happiness. They labor, and toil, and 
strive, to make you comfortable. They have no oth- 
er object in view. Appreciate this conduct, and ren- 
der obedience and gratitude in return. Treat them 
with that respect, and pay tbem that honor, which 
they require at your hands. Observe the language 
of the wise man of olden times — ' And hear the 
words of thy father, and forsake not the law of thj^ 
mother. Bind them to thy heart, and wear then 
around thy neck. They shall keep thee from evil, 1 
and from the thorny path of sin. Remember the in- 
structions they impart to you concerning God — and 
ever realize that he is near you, and will guide, pro- 
tect, succor, provide for, and bless you — and that 
when your father and mother forsake you, or cast 
you oflT, then the Lord will take you up; for so 
speaks the voice of inspiratioo. 

My duty is now done. My task is ended. M/ 
labor is completed. I tender my sincere thanks to 
those who have given their undivided atteution dur- 
ing the delivery of this course of lectures. 1 ealf 
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regret, that our house has not been large enough to 
eonvene all who have come with a desire to hear. 
I shall add no more, but my fervant prayer to ouf 
common Father and Friend, that you may all be kept 
from the evils which are in the world — that the 
King Eternal may be your refuge, and habitation,, 
and that underneath, and around you, may be his ev- 
erlasting arms^ 



\ 



LECTURE VII. 



A Portion for Se-ren and Biglit* 



Give a portion to seven, and also to eight ; for thou knowest 
not what evil may be upon the earth. £cciesiastes 11:2. 

One remarkable characteristic of the eastern, and 
ancient nations, was their invariable habit of mak- 
ing a moral application of every incident, and draw* 
ing useful lessons from all their customs; and of as- 
signing a reason for every thing they did and said. 

Our text is an illustration of the correctness of 
Chis remark; and the verse preceding it, maybe 
noticed in the same connection. 

' Cast thy bread upon the waters; for thou sbalt 
find it after many days — give a portion to seveo, 
and also to eight ; for thou knowest not what evil may 
be upon the earth.' 

' Cast thy bread upon the waters,' is an expres- 
sion which has reference to the manner of sowing 
rice. It was sown when the ground was covered 
with water, and afler the waters had al^ted, and 
gone off, it was trodden into the earth by the oxen. 
As this seed took deep root, and brought forth fruit 
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abundantly, so those who gave alms to the poor, 
where there was no prospect of receiving any re- 
ward therefor, should obtain mercv in time of need. 

Some, when they have been requested to bestow 
charities, have thus queried in their iQinds -— 
What good will it do ? Shall I receive any compen- 
sation for so doing? Now, to such this language is 
addressed. . ' Give to the poor — and you lend to 
the Lord, and he will restore to you double — give, 
and it shall be given you — good measure — heaped 
up, pressed down, shaken down, and running over, 
shall men heap into your bosoms;' or, in the lan- 
guage of verse 1 — ' Cast thy bread upon the wa- 
ters; for thou shalt find it after many days.' 

The language of our text,'Give a portion to sevens 
and also to eight; for thou knowest not what evil may 
be upon the earth,' brings to view the conduct of the 
master of the house, who deals out to each of his 
guests, a suitable portion or quantity of the food he 
has prepared for their comfort. 

Now we are called upon to cast our bread upon the 
waters — or to give a portion of it to seven and al- 
so to eight; i. e. bestow it upon all objects of charity. 
These numbers are not used to limit our benevolence, 
and set the bounds of our charity. We are not to 
think that we must give our bread only to seven or 
eight hungry souls — but they are employed to teaph 
us^ that we must confine our deeds of mercy to no 

9 
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particular one — but bestow them upon all who are 
in want. 

The reason why we should do this, is assign- 
ed in these words — ' Thou knowest not what evil 
may be upon the earth. ' The plain meaning of this 
may be thus paraphraised: — 

You may now be surrounded by plenty, and have 
all that heart can wish — you may not dream of 
coming to want — nor indulge the fear that povertj 
will come upon you like an armed man — but, such 
is the uncertain nature of all earthly possessions, 
that your riches may leave you in a moment; then 
you will need the kindness and charity, which is 
now sought for at your hands. Prepare yourself for 
the evil which may await you, by dealing your bread 
to the hungry, and showing kindness to the poor; 
and when the hour of your need arrives, and the iron 
baiid of poverty is upon you, X>thers shall extend to 
you relief, and consolation. Blessed are the mer- 
ciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

Such seems to be the primary application and 
meaning of our text. But I propose to make a 
somewhat different use of it on the present occasion. 
But though the application may differ, the principle 
shall be the same, and the spirit of the text shall noC 
be lost sight of. And I am satisfied, that if Solomon 
himself were among my auditors, he would not com- 
plain of the use I shall make of this, his language. 

The minister of Jesus, if be be faithful in his call* 
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ing, and trusty in the work of his roaster, will feed 
the flock of God, dividing to them severally^ the 
word of God, and the bread of life. He will give a 
portionof divine truth, and heavenly manna, to each 
of those who are attendants on his ministry. 

St. Paul, among the excellent admonitions, and 
wise counsels which he gave his son Timothy, num- 
bered the following — and from the conspicuous 
place he gave it in his epistle, we should judge 
that he considered it very important. I give place 
to his words — * Study to show thyself approved un- 
to God ; a workman that needeth not to be asham- 
ed, rightly dividing the word of truth.' 2 Tim. 2. 
15. 

By rightly dividing the word of truth, he would 
prove himself acceptable to God; and to accom- 
plish so desirable an object, much study was need- 
ful — yes, the study of mankind — their nature, 
and their wants — their capacities — and the adap- 
tedness of the word of truth to their wants. 

And the only way in which he .could rightly di- 
vide the word of truth, was by giving a portion to 
each one in due season. Some would require the 
sincere milk of the word, and others, would need to 
be fed with strong meat — or the more abtruse 
doctrines of the Gospel. 

The instructions which were given young Timo- 
thy, are applicable to every one who has girded on 
the gospel armor^ and entered the field, to engag e 
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in that holy war of extermination, which has in view 
the total removal of sins, misery, destruction, aod 
every description of evil. 

Following these suggestions, you will lend me 
your candid attention, while I attempt to divide the 
word, and give a portion to seven, and also to eight. 
This I will do, in order to prepare the several char- 
acters whom I may address, to meet and encounter 
the evils which are in the world. I will begin with, 

1st. The Idle. There is a class of persons io 
every community, who live in idleness. They will 
not fabor. They have worked themselves into the 
opinion, that labor is disgraceful. Such loiter 
about the streets, or lounge in the taverns, or grog- 
shops, and prepare for themselves, disease, disre- 
pute and sorrow, which will be upon them, when they 
descend the hill of life — and make their last hours 
full of horror. 

The portion we have to give this class, is this 

-^and our words shall be few, and to the point.— 

They seem formed for no purpose, and live to no 

end. They mistake the object of their being. — 

God formed man for labor, as it is evident from the 

Scriptures. Idleness is not honorable. Industry is 

not disreputable. For Solomon says — ' Seest 

thou a man diligent in his business, he shall stand 

before kings — he shall not stand before mean men. 

Again, I say to such, they cannot be happj with* 

out labor of some kind. They expose theniBelvti 
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to numerous temptations, and are liable to fall an 
easy prey to the despoiler. Idleness is the mother 
of crime. Let such remember, that the portion giv- 
en them by that indefatigable servant of Jesus, St. 
Paul, is contained in these words, ' If a man will 
not labor, neither let him eat.' Let them therefore 
seek some honorable employment, and prepare for 
the rainy, or the evil day — for ' the diligent hand,' 
says the author of my text — * maketh rich.' 

2d. We will give a portion to the intemperate. 
They debase their natures, and reduce themselves 
far below the brute creation. 

JVIy heart bleeds, when I look upon the young 
man, whom nature has signalized, by giving him 
great genius, and uncommon powers of mind. He 
has every thing requisite to the obtaining of honor, 
and an exalted situation among the great, wise, and 
good. Yet, he yields in the hour of his temptation. 
He lifts the poisonous chalace to his lips; he drinks 
the maddening contents of the bowl. He continues 
in this course, and soon destroys the confidence 
which has been placed in him, and unfits himself 
for society, and becomes a burden to himself, and a 
disgrace to his relations and friends — he causes his 
father to go down to the grave with sorrow and 
mourning, and fills his mother's heart with heav i- 
ness. ' A wise son maketh a glad father, but a fool* 
ish son is the heaviness of his mother.' 

To the young man who has commenced this course^ 
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I would say — Pause, my young friend, and consid- 
er well the words of the wise man — ' Who hath 
sorrow? Who hath mourning? Who hath heavi- 
ness of heart? Who hath wounds without a caase? 
Who hath redness of eyes? They that tarry long at 
the wine — they that seek mixed wine.' Abaodoo 
your course. Be sober and temperate, and the bles- 
sing of righteousness shall rest upon you. 
3d. Let us deal a portion to those who murmur. 

You will find some, who are ever complaining.— 
They are never suited. Do for them what you roaj, 
give them what you please, still they will murmar. 
They seem determined never to be satisfied. Soch 
complain of their families, their companions, their 
children, their relatives and their neighbors — in 
short, of almost every one. They never have any 
thing so good as others — and they are never treated 
as well as they should be, and never find occasion 
to speak in terms of commendation of any thing, or 
any body. 

To such I would say: You deserve to be deprived 
of the greatest blessings you have, until you can ap- 
preciate them. You are your own worst enemy. 
You mar your own felicity. You are blind to your 
own happiness. Pause, and contemplate the many 
mercies by which you are surrounded. And cease 
your complaining, lest your present favors are taken 
from you, and you are lef\ to mourn over your follies 
when it is too late to avert the righteous judgment of 
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heaven. For there is a time, when the fruits of our 
^ioiogs are ripe, and ready for the harvest; and we 
must gather them, however unpleasant may be the 
task. 

4th. The slanderer, and tale-bearer.' 

I class these together, because they generally ex- 
ist in the same person. One seems to be needful to 
the other. As a general thing, a tale-bearer is a 
slanderer — and so vice versa. There may be an 
exception to this rule, but the exceptions are few. 

The portion I have for this character, shall be 
communicated in so few words that we cannot forget 
it. So far as tale-bearing is concerned, he is of an 
unfaithful spirit, and separates very friends. He is 
a serpent, whose sting is death. The author of my 
text says — ' A serpent will bite without enchant- 
ment, and a babbler is no better. A tale-bearer re- 
vealeth secrets, but he that is of a faithful spirit con- 
cealeth the matter; where there is no wood, the fire 
goeth out; so where there is no tale-bearer, the strife 
ceaseth. ' A tale-bearer separateth very friends.' 
Let this character consider, that he has no more 
right to divulge those domestic secrets . which have 
been confided to him, than he has to rob his neigh- 
bor's house, or take the contents of his pocket book. 

And with regard to his character as a slanderer, 
the matter is too hideous to mention. I regard the 
slanderer as one of the most loathsome beings in the 
wide universe. He is a pest in society, and ought to 
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live with the brutes. He id unfit to live with civilized 
beings. He should dwell in the wilderness, far from 
the abodes of men, where he cannot fee4 on the im- 
perfections of mankind. The robber, and midnight 
assassin, do but little harm, compared with the mis- 
chief which is engendered by this human demon. — 
He clothes virtue in the garments of vice, and mars 
the fairest countenance. He puts darkness for light, 
and shields himself, when called to an account, on- 
der the covering — * I thought it no harm.' 

Let such an one either change his mode of living, 
and speak truth of his neighbor, or else quit the 
haunts of civilized life, and take up his abode among 
the wild Arabs, who will deal with him according to 
his deserts. 

5th. The hasty in spirit. 

Some there are, who speak and act first, and re- 
flect afterwards. Such are always in trouble. — 
They seldom profit by experience. And they ever 
have abundant cause for repentance. Having ac- 
customed themselves to be ruffled by every trivial 
circumstance of an unpleasant character, they are 
liable to be tortured by every one who has a dispo- 
sition to sport with the feelings of his fellows. The 
portion which is reserved for this class, is contained 
in this language of holy writ: * Seest thou a man 
hasty in spirit, there is more hope of a fool than of 
him.' ' He that hath no rule over his own spirit, is 
like a city that in broken down, and without waUs/ 
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*> He that ruleth his spirit, is more might/ than he 
that taketh a city.' 

And the direction given for them to observe, for 
the future, runs thus — ' Consider of it — take ad- 
vice — speak your minds.' But the general course 
of the class of whom I have spoken is, to speak their 
minds first; then take the advice of their friends; 
and when they come to consider upon it, they are 
sorry they said any thing about it ! Let such profit 
by this portion. 

6th. The Sensualist and Prodigal. 

This class mistake the object of their being. — 
Their language is — ' Eat, drink, and be merry, for 
to-morrow we die,' — or, * Let us eat, and fill our- 
selves with strong drink, for to-morrow shall be as 
this day, and much more abundant.' While these 
^re feeding their animal propensities, they forget 
they have abilities of a higher order. 

Swallowed up in the things of sense, they neglect 
to furnish that nutriment for the intellectual facul- 
ties, which will remain with them, when old age, or 
ciisease, has destroyed their relish for the animal en- 
joyments which they now seek. Let such pause 
mnd consider, that the comforts of life are converted 
into inconveniences and curses, when they are mis- 
used — and that the man who sacrifices prudence 
and sobriety, to the gratification of his baser passions^ 
is preparing to spend the last days of his mortal life, 
in distress and mortification. He will not always 
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be young — neither will he always have a iaiU 
for those things which are now all in all to hin. 
When time lays his heavy hand upon him, and par- 
alyses his frame, bleaches his locks, and dims Ui 
eyes, and takes away his relish for the corporetl 
pleasures of earth — he, having no mental pleasara 
laid up, will be left to brood over the sins and foUiei 
of his past life, without one ray of light to cheer Ui 
gloominess. 

O, young men, give not yourselves up to a life of 
dissipation and frivolity. Use the blessings of lift 
with moderation. And forget not, I beseech yoo, 
that to enjoy peace — to see good days and loag 
life, you must be temperate in all things, and calti- 
vate, and feed your moral, and? intellectual powers. 
Do this, and trust in God who giveth us all thioff 
richly to enjoy, and the blessings of High Heareo 
shall attend you. 

7th. The miser, and they who trust m w- 

CERTAIN RICHES. 

Here and there one — here and there two — here 
and there a great many are found, who trust in un- 
certain riches. Gold is the god they worship. Aik4 
the language of many of them is — ' Get money — 
get it honestly if you can — But, get money!' 

But what good will their money do them, if the/ 
obtain it dishonestly ? None at all. For riches ob- 
tained dishonestly, take to themselves wings, tod 
By away. As a patridge setteth on eggs, and batch- 
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eth them not, SO he that getteth riches, and not by 
right, shall leave them in the midst of his days, and 
bis end be a fool.' Behold the man who has sac- 
rificed every comfort of social life in the pursuit of 
riches. His children have been lefl to come up 
alone. His house is destitute of comfort; his wife 
tufil^rs for the necessaries of life. He has not re- 
membered God in all his ways. There he sits, hug- 
ging his bag of gold, or counting over his rusty dol- 
lars. 

Who is that watching him? It is the man who 
obtains money without the cover of the law. He 
has now learned the place of deposit. He removes 
the bag of gold, and to-morrow the miser exclaims, 
' they have taken away my Lord, and I know not 
nrhere they have laid him.' 

He is in despair — and to obtain release from 
trouble, applies to suicide, to obtain the repose of 
the grave. How melancholy his lot. Some have 
^iven themselves up to the accumulation of wealth, 
ind have trusted in riches, for the satisfaction they 
desired. They have amassed wealth — but the de- 
rouring element has visited their possessions^ and 
they are consequently reduced t6 a level with those 
they have despised. 

They trusted in their wealth, and boasted of their 
possessions. These are now gone, and they are \e(i 
in despair. Had they trusted in God, resignation, 
hope, and good courage, would now be theirs. The 
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portion for such is — ' Charge them that are rich ki 
this world's goods« that they be not high minded, 
nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, 
who giveth us all things richly to enjoy; that tbej 
do good, that they be rich in good works, ready tt 
distribute, willing to communicate; laying up for 
themselves a good foundation against the time to 
come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.' 'Wt 
brought nothing into this world, and we can carry 
nothing out of it. And having food and raiment, 
let us therewith be content. But they that will be 
rich, fall into temptation, and a snare, and into mt- 
ny foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in80^ 
row and perdition. For the love of money is tke 
root of all evil; which while some coveted after, (/ 
they have erred from the faith, and pierced then* 
selves through with many sorrows. Flee these 
things; and follow afler righteousness, godlinesi, 
faith, love, patience, meekness.' 

Men are not called upon to give up the accumula- 
tion of wealth, but to use temperance, and modera- 
tion, and justice; and above all, to place their confi* 
dence in God, that they may never be put to shames 

Once more. We must give a portion to seven 
and also to eight: and who shall the eight be? Ans.; 
Those who refuse to trust in God. There are some 
who will trust in any thing, rather than place their 
confidence in the Most High. How unwise are 
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such! They are liable to be tossed to and fro, and 
carried about by every adverse wind. 

When the winds of adversity beat upon them, 
they are without a shelter. When the storm of 
tribulation comes, they are without a hiding place. 
Though God is near them, they know it not. Or 
if they realize he is near them, they consider their 
situation the more perilous. But, he who confides 
in Jehovah, is firm and unmoved amid the sorrows 
of life. 

To the doubtful, we deal out this portion — we 
say — look up to the heavens — gaze upon the earth, 
consider all the bounties of nature — they are pro- 
vided for you. Consider well the way in which the 
i^ord thy God hath led thee. He hath ever done 
bee good. He has spoken peace to thy soul. 
tealize, that you can find peace, only by confiding 
1 him. He is thy friend. 
And while those who distrust are full of sorrow, 
aose who confide in God, are filled with joy. — 
IThile those who lean to earth, and trust in the 
iiDgs of time and sense, are ever disappointed, and 
lied with gloomy apprehensions, those who trust in 
rod are kept in peace. They dwell on high. Their 
lace of defence is the munition of rocks. The bread 
f life is given them, and to them the waters of sal - 
Ation are sure. O, my soul, trust thou only in 
k>d. Yea, let all truat in him. 



LECTURE VIII. 



Bxeelleney of CbrUtlanlty^t 



Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss, for the excelli 
cy of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: fur wboi 
have suffered the loss of all things. Philippians 3: 8. 

The author of our text, had beoQ called to mi 
many sacrifices because of his profession of faith 
Christ Jesus. His advantages as a Jew, were man 
but these he was compelled to relinquish, and to lei 
his honors, and endure persecution as a soldier 
Je^us. 

I said his advantages and privileges as a Jew, wc 
many — they were so. He was a leader among the si 
of the Pharisees. And he was exceedingly profit 
ble to the people as a religious leader, in sopporti 
and propagating Judaism, and the traditons whi 
had been incorporated with that religion. He sa; 
when speaking of his former course of life, and ofi 
success which had ever attended him, ' I profit 
in the Jews religion, above many of mine equals,,! 
ing exceedingly zealous, for the traditions of i 
fathers.' 



I 
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Some of his brethren, like the Israelites of old, 
complained, because of the ease and comfort they 
had lefl, on account of the Gospel; but when he 
heard of it, he invariably set before them the losses 
to which he had been subjected, and the willingness 
^p^ith which he endured them — and also the low 
estimation he put upon all those things which were 
placed in competition with Christianity. 

Some of the Philippians were disposed to lend a 
listening ear to those injurious men, who were 
tm Becking to incorporate the law of Moses with the 
Gospel, and nullify the latter, by the burdensome 
s r49rms, and rituals, of the former. And to accom- 
nt plish their object, they had appealed to their sympa- 
m ^ thies, and brought forth the advantages they had 
(k forsaken, contending at the same time, that these 
y. liiglit be enjoyed, and that they could receive tho 

gospel, the same as now. 
.V The whole object of these men was, however, to 
cf burden Christianity, and at length to swallow it up 
m in the law. 

oc When a knowledge of what was going on at Phil- 
s' ippi came to the ears of Paul, he wrote the m this 
a epistle, and in it aimed to fortify their minds against 
^ the macinations of their adversaries. He set forth 
^ lu8 own sufferings, privations, and resolutions, as an 
b^i example, that they might be stimulated to the r igbt- 
f . lul discharge of their duty. 

'Beware/ said he, 'of dogs; beware of evil work- 
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ers; beware of the concision. For we are the cir- 
cumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice 
in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. 
— If any other man think he hath whereof to tni§t 
in the flesh, I more: circumcised the eighth daj, of 
the stock of Israel, and tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew 
of the Hebrews; as touching the law a Pharisee; 
concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching 
the righteousness of the law, blameless. But those 
things which were gain to me, I count lost, for 
Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord.' 

If a man of Paul's mind, could renounce all these 
individual, and national advantages, for a simple 
knowledge of Christ Jesus the Lord, what must be 
the nature of that knowledge, upon which he placed 
80 high a valuation? 

He not only sacrificed these advantages, but maoj 
others — * I count all things but loss, and dross, &c. 
— We therefore are led to inquire — In what did 
this knowledge consist ? And a desire must be can 
to possess the same, that our comfort may be like 
Paul's. 

It was an acquaintance with Jesus of Nazareth; 
not barely knowing there was such a person — but 
being rightly informed of his character. Herod 
knew there was such a person «-* and knew him u 
a remarkable being — but this gave him pain •— aod 
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filled him with sorrow, and called into action the 
most beastly feelings of his nature, even those of a 
murderer. 

The unbelieving Jews knew him personally — as a 
Nazarene, and were clamorousin their opposition to 
iiim. And many others were acquainted with him, 
but their knowledge was not like that, which in our 
text, is called excellent. The Apostle is very parti- 
cular to say — 'I count all things but loss, for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord.^ 

I am satisfied, that most people who read the scrip- 
tures, lose much of the beauty, and truth whicb 
there exists, because they do not understand, nor re- 
alize the signification of many of those words whick 
involve important subjects. Now, these names of 
Jesus let us into the secret of his character, and the 
nature of his work — and also portray his compe- 
tency to discharge aright the duties assigned him. 

Christ, is equivalent to the Hebrew word Messiah, 
and signifies the anointed of God. Jesus, means a 
Savior. Lord, a possessor — and is applied, in a two 
fold sense: meaning one who possesses, and one who 
deals bread to the hungry. The author of my text 
knew Jesus, first, as tlie Christ— or the anointed of 
God. I might, were it needful, quote passages from 
the Old Testament, and compare them with the New, 
to prove the correctness of this interpretation» For 
example — David said, 'The kings ofthe earth stood 
upi and the rulers took counsel together, against tba 

10 
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Lord, and against his anointed.' — Ps. 2. In Actf 
4r this is quoted by the apostles, as foDows — 'The 
kings of the earth stood up« and the rulers were gath- 
ered together, against the Lord, and against his 
Christ.' Thus substituting the word Christ, for that 
of anointed, thus showing they are of one meaning. 
We inquire; What was Jesus anointed with? 
Ans: — He was anointed with the holy Ghost, and 
with power. Peter said, when he preached at the 
house of Cornelius — Acts x. 38. 'God anointed Je- 
sus of Nazareth, with the Holy Ghost and with pow- 
er, who went about doing good, and healing all that 
were oppressed of the devil, for God was with him.* 

He was qualified to discharge the work of a Re- 
deemer. He had power given him from on high — 
and by the Spirit of God, which he received without 
measure, he was instructed in all things, pertaining 
to his duty. 

Jesus, associated with Christ, sets him before us, 
as the anointed Savior — and then, if we inquire 
what he is to save us from, the answer is given in the 
language of the angel — ' Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins. * 

Lord, signifies a possessor, or owner. We em- 
ploy the word in that sense. We speak of the land- 
lord — and of the lords of the soil — meaning those 
who own, or possess real estate. Jesus is a Lord, 
or a possessor. He possesses all men. The father 
bath given all into bis bands. He batb said •» * All 
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thine are mine — ail power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth, all things are delivered unto 
me of my father/ 

Paul uses the word in this sense when he says — 
' To this end Christ died, rose and revived, that he 
might be Lord both of the dead and the living.' i. e. 
that he might possess all. 

Again, Christ is Lord in another sense — In the 
Saxon language the word is lUaford, or Laford; and 
from that it is abreviated to Lord. Its etymology is 
worth noticing. * Illaf ' — a loaf — and * ford,' to 
give or afford. In the eastern countries there were 
wealthy men, who had compassion on the hungry 
and starving poor. 

And in those seasons, when bread was scarce, 
and the poor could not, by their own earnings, se- 
care for themselves a sufficiency of the staff* of life, 
these men made provision for them. 

On certain days in the week, the poor of all grades 
were invited to come and obtain a supply for them- 
selves and their households. These good men 
were called — Lords — i. e. givers of bread. 

I would that all who arrogate to theniselves th is 
title, deserved, or would deserve it, by dealing their 
bread to the hungry. Jesus is Lord, or the giver of 
bread — even the bread of life. 'I am,' said he, 
' the bread of God, which cometh down from heaven, * 
and giveth life to the world.* 
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Peter seemed to have this understanding — when 
he said — ' Lord, evermore give us this bread.' 

We perceive then, that it was in the character of 
an all powerful, and sufficient Savior, and as Lord 
of all, that St. Paul knew Jesus. It was not as a 
destroyer, but a Savior. In this character, he pro- 
claimed him to the children of men. You hear him 
saj — ' This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners, of whom I am chief.' He could 
bear testimony to his ability as a Savior, from per- 
sonal experience. He )iad been freed from the de- 
grading bondage of sin by Jesus. 

At a time when he was filled with madness, and 
slaughter, he was rescued from the blind infatuation 
under which he labored, by the timely appearance, 
and efficient aid of Jesus. And having tasted of his 
grace, and experienced his gobdness, and partaken 
of his wisdom and power, he could recommend him 
to others, as a deliverer, able to save to the utmost, 
those who come unto God by him. This knowl- 
edge of Christ, he regarded as excellent — and how 
could he compare any thing on earth with it? And 
as a sensible being, awake to the full sense of the 
favors of which he had been made a recipient, how 
could he be indifferent to the subject, or see his fel- 
low men in the same condition he once was, and not 
recommend Jesus to them, and beseech them to 
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submit to, and confess him Lord, to tbe glory of God 
the father? 

We wonder not, that, possessed as he was, with 
the knowledge of the Son of God, as the possessor 
of all men, and the unconditional, and almighty Sa* 
yior of the human family, that he should say — ' The 
love of Christ constraineth us, because we thus 
judge, that one died for all, then were all dead; 
that henceforth no man should live unto himself, but 
unto him who died for him, and rose again; there- 
fore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord's.' 

IL And now let us notice wherein the excellent 
cy of this knowledge consists. 

1st. The knowledge of jesus, as our lord and 

SAVIOR, IS excellent BECAUSE IT MEETS OUR. 

condition. 

We are sinners — of this we cannot Be ignorant; 
of ourselves we are unable to effect that moral ren- 
ovation which is the desire of the heart. We need 
a Savior, who possesses the fulness of the Godhead; 
and do not our hearts burn within us, as we contemp- 
Yate his character. 

We find ourselves, and our kindred, subjected to 
the sorrows of mortality. Disease comes upon us, 
and his progress we cannot stay. Death follows. — 
From his grasp, no human being can save us -— No 
man can redeem his brother from death, nor give to 
God a ransoms for his soul. 

We look upward to the skies; and, aided by tht 
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power of faith, we see Jesus sitting on the right 
hand of God, crowned with glory and honor, and ii^ 
Tested with power to raise the dead. We bear the 
welcome voice from on high, saying — - * This is mj 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased, — hear ye 
him/ We listen to those accents of love, uttered 
by those lips which spake as never man spake. 

We hear from him those words of truth, which fill 
the despairing with hope, and light up the counte- 
nance with ineffable joy. He imparts that knowl- 
edge of God, and himself, which is emphaticallj 
eternal life. He lifts for us the vail from the future, 
and gives us the wings of fond anticipation, and bids 
us soar to those regions of unalloyed bliss, which 
lie beyond the Jordan of death. 

Whence comes our acquaintance with the pur- 
pose of God ? Whence do we derive those transcen- 
dently glorious hopes of immortal bliss ? Where do 
we find that assurance, which enables us to people 
the future, with happy intelligences? Where do we 
obtain our confidence, with regard to our well be- 
ing beyond this transitory state of existense. 

These, all come from, and are found in, the knowl- 
edge of Christ Jesus our Lord.' He is the foun- 
tain of all Nazareth, from whence they spring. — 
He is the Star of Bethlehem, from whence they em- 
inate. 

Remove this fountain, or stop its gushing waters, 
and we famish with thirst. Cloud this bright Star, 
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or hide its beams, that they shine not upon us^ and 
we grope in a darkness which may be felt! Yea, 
the darkness of annihilation broods over us, and our 
hope is supplanted by fell despair. 

We oflen see our relatives and friends clothing 
themselves with dishonor and shame, and bringing 
disrepute upon those associated with them. The 
dictates of wisdom are sounded without effect. The 
prison, the scaffold, the coffin, the winding sheet are 
seen, and soon the grave closes over the remains of 
what was once the pride and boast of the mother's 
soul, and the joy of a fond father's heart. 

Who can cleanse that polluted son, and redeem 
that brother from his defilements? Who can wash 
away those foul stains, and change the crimson dye? 
Who can restore that being, whose name is cover- 
ed with ignomy, to purity, consciousness, and im- 
mortal beauty? Man cannot. He has tried, but 
his efibrts were unsuccessful. He has counseled, 
entreated, threatened, and punished; but, without 
accomplishing the desired end. Abortive have pro- 
ved all his attempts. 

One hope remains. The knowledge of Christ 
presents this hope. It assures us, that there is but 
one name given under heaven among men, whereby 
we can be saved. That is the name of Jesus. On 
him, God has laid the iniquity of us all. He is the 
Savior provided. And the promise is — ' He shall 
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Bot fkil, Dorbe discouraged/ until his work is con»* 
pleted. 

' We have seen, and do testify,' said John/ *thit 
the father sent the Son, to he the Savior of the world.' 
O how cheering and soothing is this knowledge to 
the mother of the profligate son: — to the wife of 
the unfaithful husband; and to the son of the un- 
kind parent! 

How da they each rejoice, when they reflect up- 
on the character of him, who will certainly 
cleanse the object of their heart's aflection and so- 
licitude, and make him as pure and holy, as they 
would now do, if theirs was the power. It is ex- 
cellent. 

2d. It is suited to the capacities, as well as 

TO THE WANTS OF ALL. 

There are some things which all are not compe- 
tent to obtain a knowledge of — they either have not 
the ability to obtain, or gvasp it, or they are not so 
situated, that they can obtain it. They are poor in 
this world's goods, and cannot produce the requisite 
quantity of that which ' answereth all things,' to se- 
cure the desired information. 

But no such difficulty is connected with the knowU 
edge of Christ Jesus. However feeble may be our 
conceptions, or small our intellectual powers, we 
may obtain a knowledge of Christ. If we are des- 
titute of earthly riches, and are so poor, that when 
we have partaken of one homely meaJ, we know opl 
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where the next is cfNoaing from, we can nevertheless 
acquaint ourselves with Jesus our Savior, and be at 
peace. 

For the high and low — rich and poor — the no- 
ble and ignoble; — all, from the least even to the 
greatest, may know Christ, and claim him as a Sa- 
vior — for such he is — not in profession, barely ; 
but in reality. 

* Differ we may, in age and state. 

Learning, and mental powers; 
But every one may learn to shout,— 

Dear Jesus, thou art ours.* 

3d. This knowledge is excellent, becau&e it 
IS A sure support in all times of trouble. 

Give us this knowledge, and we are firm and un- 
moved in the darkest hours of mortal life. When 
the gloomy days of sorrow come near — when earth- 
ly hopes are cut off — when our own familiar friends, 
who have eaten at the same table with us, and gath- 
ered around the same domestic board, and fireside; 
when these liil up their heel against us, we feel that 
there is one friend who sticketh closer than a brother. 

And when like Job, we are berefl of friends, chil- 
dren, and property, and our friends come to condole 
with us, but reproach us with hypocrioy — when it 
would seem, that we were given over to satan, for the 
destruction of the flesh, even then, we are enabled to 
say — 'I know that my Redeemer liveth, and shall 
staad bx the latter day oathe earth; and though after 
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my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh I 
shall see God, whom I shall see for myself, and aoC 
another/ 

And when the correctness of our Tiews is call«i 
in question, and the sceptic scoffs at, and mocki, 
and derides us; — when he points the finger of scon, 
and tauntingly says — See those deluded Christiini; 
those silly, foolish, and weak-minded followers of 
that imposter, called Jesus of Nazereth, the Son of 
God: — We can adopt the language of an Apostle, 
'I know in whom I have believed, and am not asbaa- 
ed.' 

When the king of terrors makes an inroad among 
us — when he reaches forth his bony hand, andwitk 
his unwelcome, and repulsive grasp, takes from tbs 
domestic circle, the fairest and tenderest flower, 
leaving us childless, or fatherless: — or when natori 
gives way, nnd we waste, and droop, and pine witli- 
in the palsying embrace of disease: — and when we 
feel our strength fast departing, the sight of our ejei 
becoming dim : — when the cold stupor of death creeps 
over us, and our friends gather around our couch, to 
bid the last adieu, and shake the last farewell — con- 
scious that the attendant angel is near, and that the 
arms of Jesus are extended to receive us, the lan- 
guage of our hearts will be — ' We know, tbit 
though this earthly house of our tabernacle be dii- 
solved, we have a building of Grod, a house not ma^ 
with hands, eternal, and in the heavens.' 
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And with the vocal prayer, which was uttered hjr 
Stephen, the proto-martyr — * Lord Jesus, receive 
ny spirit ' — we may close our eyes to all terrestrial 
»bjects, to open them upon the undying joys reserv- 
ed for us at the right hand of God. AW this comes 
Irom the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord. 

4ch. The FmisHmo stroke, in this picture or 

EXCELLENCY, 13 — IT LEADS TO GLORY AND VIRTUE. 

If es, the knowledge of Christ Jesus, leads to glo* 
ry and virtue. Peter says — 2: 1 — 5, 'Through a 
knowledge of him who hath called you to glory and 
rirtue.' 

It is impossible for any one to become acquainted 
■rith the pure and spotless character of our Savior, 
■rithout being in a measure constrained to imitate 
him. It is the direct tendency of this knowledge to 
purify the heart, and sanctify the affections. If his 
character was one of base ingratitude — or if re- 
venge and malice flashed in his eye, and burned in 
his bosom, a diflerent effect would be realized. We 
know that evil examples corrupt our youth; and we 
are desirous, therefore to place before our children, 
only such examples as it will be safe for them to pat- 
tern. This is reasonable — but we have something 
more sure. 

What effect did a knowledge of Christ produce in 
oriental times? Take one example — it will be suf- 
ficient to answer the question. Behold, then, the 
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author of my text, Saul of Tarsus. What was kii 
character? He shall answer for himself-'- He 
says — ' A vile, injurious, and blasphemous peraeei* 
tor.' Dragging men and women to prison, andcon- 
pelling them to blaspheme; and putting them to 
death in divers ways. 

Behold him again, and you see him an humble, 
and devoted follower of Jesus, building up the saoM 
faith which he had endeavored to destroy. What 
has produced this great change ? No physical force 
has been resorted to — Jesus has appeared to hio 
in the midst of his road career, and asked him one 
question in the Hebrew tongue — that was — * Saul 
Saul, why persecutest thou me?' Who art thoa 
Lord ? I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. Lord 
what wilt thou have me to do?' 

No marvel that Paul should prize the knowledge 
of Christ, above every thing else. It had coover- 
ted him, from a violent persecutor, and an injurioof 
man, into a philanthropist, who hazarded his life for 
the good of others. 

Jesus is the same, yesterday, to-day and forever. 
— and if ever all know him, all will be conformed to 
bis character, and made pure and happy. But I 
need not say — If all know him — for I am assured | 
in holy writ, that all shall know the Lord from the 
least unto the greatest — then will they bow to bif 
name, and confess him Lord to the glory of God ihi 
father. 
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rethren, do we realize the excellency of this 
crct ? If 80^ are we not ready to abandon every 
indent, and every thing — every practice, rath- 
lan be deprived, of this knowledge? Are we 
ready to say — 

* All over glorioos \a my Lord, 
Mast be beloved, and yet adored;. 
And when his worth, the nations know, 
Sure the whole world will love him too.' 
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